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Abstract. The historic cities of Brazil, despite its colonial structure, don’t fail to go through transformations that affect
contemporary cities, which is the main source of problems, leading to new approaches to urban issues such as mobility and
accessibility. The uncontrolled growth of tourism in the historic cities can be considered as a big problem, because at the same
time, they have committed to the conservation of its built heritage and demand control of the activities that occur in their areas
without harm. Then, a permanent dialogue between conservatives and planners could be accomplished by joining the various
sectoral policies. The study of urban mobility in historical sites was in fact the focus of this work because of their peculiarities,
such as its specific characteristics of urban structure, morphology and occupation. In fact, the development of tourism in
historic centers generates specific demands, such as adaptation to new uses of the houses, intensive movement of people and
vehicles, illegal parking, among others. Beyond threatening the city preservation, does not provide mobility and accessibility to
tourists, because these cities were not designed for the tourism conditions and needs of contemporary life. Characteristic
features of Brazilian baroque cities, such as topography , the narrow streets, narrow or nonexistent sidewalks, steep turns and
ramps strong, are not suitable for heavy vehicles, traffic and pedestrian circulation. Thus, studies concerning conservation
urban integrated are aimed at an approach to interaction between historic preservation of the environment with the dynamic

socio-economic of the local.
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1. Introduction

The historic cities of Brazil, despite its colonial
structure, don’t fail to go through transformations
that affect contemporary cities, which is the main
source of problems, leading to new approaches to
urban issues such as mobility and accessibility. With
expectations of prosperity in the tourism sector, the
urban and social situation of these cities is getting
worse because the sector's growth don’t follow the
development of its urban infrastructure.

It is understood that the city is not completely syn-
chronous, the urban fabric, people's behavior, eco-
nomic or social urban policies develop by different
timelines. This fact explains the origin of problems
related to the infrastructure of the historical cities. It
can be considered from the history point of view that
the theme of the city is within a more complex per-
spective, combining objective aspects as timing,
form, uses and functions. This theme, in particular,
questions the "stylistic" or temporal classifications

mentioned, like the baroque city, based on matching
a particular model or period 'frozen' in time (CAR-
VALHO, 2009).

Mixtures of temporalities that historical cities
show confirm their need for rehabilitation to the
demands of contemporary life, because the new
models of lifestyle and mobility are very different
from those of the past (CAMAGNI; GIBELLI; RI-
GAMONTI, 2002). Cities are distinct in the presence
of nuclei with specific characteristics, necessary of
appreciation and simultaneously adaptation to
different contexts those that formed the basis of their
origin. In this context, notably the "historical center"
clusters as in times past (medieval, Renaissance or
Baroque), surviving in the cities (FURTADO; MA-
CEDO, 2010).

The study of urban mobility in historical sites was
in fact the focus of this work because of their
peculiarities, such as its specific characteristics of
urban structure, morphology and occupation, these
periods that reflect socio-economic and technological
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development are distinct from other areas of the city.
In general, the historical centers are configured for
long blocks, narrow streets and irregular, building
without side setbacks and homogeneous heights on
the scale of the pedestrian (RAMOS; MAIA, 200?).

2. Urban mobility and accessibility x urban
structure

With regard to mobility and accessibility, it is
critical to understand and conceptualize the theory
and practice of the term historical center because of
its amplitude in front of concept of a historical
monument. In fact, there is a new concept for urban
heritage, positioning the value of the object as part of
a system, integrating the practice of usefulness to
museologic essence. Thus, the appreciation of the
historical center is much more than the
requalification of public spaces and particular
buildings, is also the appreciation of who's there and
who goes to the historical center (FURTADO; MA-
CEDO, 2010).

The integrated urban conservation has as approach
the interaction of historical preservation and
appreciation of the environment with the dynamic
socio-economic location. The discussion of urban
mobility and accessibility emerges as a key factor for
integrating physical-territorial and socio-economic
historical areas and for the preservation of their
cultural heritage.

Tiradentes (BR) — Highligt for Irregular Parking
Source: Personal Collection

It is known that the tourism development in his-
torical cities generates specific demands, such as
adaptation to new uses of the houses, intensive
movement of people and vehicles, illegal parking,
among others. Beyond threatening the city preserva-
tion, does not provide mobility and accessibility to

tourists, because these cities were not designed for
the tourism conditions and needs of contemporary
life. Despite the importance of ergonomics, in other
words, people’s comfort, this fact proves irrelevant to
public administration.

Tiradentes (MG) — Highlight for configuration
the road and houses
Source: Personal Collection

The uncontrolled growth of tourism in the historic
cities can be considered as a big problem, because at
the same time, they have committed to the conserva-
tion of its built heritage and demand control of the
activities that occur in their areas without harm. This
fact is inevitable but can be mitigated in accordance
with well-developed technical procedures. In this
case, the relationship between heritage policies and
urban planning becomes very important.

A permanent dialogue between conservatives and
planners could be accomplished by joining the vari-
ous sectoral policies. Thus, it is considered that the
policies concerning the transport and a better distri-
bution of the centers of urban activity can have sig-
nificant impact on preserving the architectural heri-
tage of the city and ergonomics (CASTRIOTA et al,
2010). Well as understanding that collective identity
and memory are essential values that must be present
in any urban planning task (LAPA; MELO, 2007).

Characteristic features of baroque Brazilian cities,
such as the hilly, narrow streets, narrow or nonexis-
tent sidewalks, steep turns and strong ramps are not
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ent sidewalks, steep turns and strong ramps are not
suitable for heavy vehicles, traffic and pedestrian
circulation. There is still a lack of traffic signs, which
is a factor of extreme importance considering the
ergonomic principles (WERNECK, 2002 apud
SANDOVAL, 2009). So it's essential the extreme
control of these poor impacts in order to reduce them
to the fullest, through the development, monitoring,
planning and constant study.

3. Notes

The implementation of some actions among gov-
ernment entities at the municipal, state and federal
levels are important to be performed on all the his-
torical cities, to the right preservation of these
(GRAMMONT, 2006). A relevant initiative is the
correspondence of the practice of urban planning
with public participation, this can indicate areas of
growth for the city at the municipal level and in the
short term. Another need is an existing policy to
promote the preservation that includes a broad and
rigorous program of heritage education. It is also
essential in the context of urban planning, to take
necessary measures as the implementation of a sort
of traffic project.

It is considered that preservation can not be disso-
ciated from the modernization of cities, dynamic for
excellence. Thus, it is important integrating conser-
vation with urban and regional planning. It is recog-
nized that the protection of historical heritage in cit-
ies should be the goal of urban and territorial plan-
ning, as well as, one should be aware that the mu-
nicipalities are mainly responsible for conservation.

“Urban development depends on a large set of
economic, social, political and cultural factors, as
well on concrete policies adopted by the Govern-
ment, the private sector, the citizens in general, and
organized society (LAPA; MELO, 2007)”.

To sum up, this work emphasizes the studies to
problems of mobility and accessibility in cities tum-
bled, due to its features discoursed on the text. It
aims to find alternatives to this fact by analyzing
their physical growth disordered, the lack of attention
of the competent bodies and the great encouragement
to tourism on the rise. It is understood that the city
takes place at different moments in time, hence the
beauty and complexity of this, because the urban
fabric, the behavior of the townspeople, the politics

of urban planning develop in different timelines.
Hence the concern to meet the ergonomic comfort of
the people in these cities because all its complexity
has already explored.
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