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Editorial

Population and Housing Censuses are an important
cornerstone for National Statistical Systems. They pro-
vide a range of important statistics, relevant for policy-
making, planning and monitoring but also functioning
as reference point and sample frame for many other na-
tional and regional statistics. The population census is
not only an important statistical instrument, but it has
also proved to be a trigger for (often politically sensi-
tive) discussions. Beyond issues like what to include
in the census questionnaire (referring for example to
questions about citizenship, ethnicity, religion) or how
to collect, analyse and disseminate the information, the
preparation of a population census requires decisions
on managerial issues like the organisation of the statis-
tical office, the census budget and the required IT in-
frastructure. Controversies between political or other
societal groups on census results are also not uncom-
mon. Because of such issues population censuses often
mark a key moment in the development of a National
Statistical System.

The UN Recommendations for the 2020 Round of
Population and Housing Censuses are aimed at those
being undertaken during the period 2014–2025 and
guide countries on how to organise and arrange the
population census. With countries all over the world
already experiencing census field work for the 2020
Round and roughly a similar number still preparing, a
Special issue of the Journal on this topic is indeed very
timely. Studying the organisation, the methodologies
and learning from the results of other censuses is for
many countries an essential activity in preparing their
own census methodology. This Special issue contains
25 articles and gives a broad and world wide overview
of the many aspects of census taking. The length of the
list, at the end of this issue, of articles published on
this topic in this Journal since 1998 (Volumes 14–35)
underlines the relevance of the Population Census dis-
cussions in the work of Official Statistics. For a more
detailed introduction into the theme of this issue and
the structure of the Journal, I can refer to the Guest
Editorial by Jean-Michel Durr.

The third discussion on the SJIAOS discussion plat-
form (www.officialstatistics.com) focusses on the def-

inition of a census, its methodology and the relevance
of census taking.

An important point for discussion is if the census
should be defined by its unique methodology or are the
outputs the main element of its definition? An item re-
lated to the definition of a census is the question if the
often used criteria of individual enumeration, univer-
sality, simultaneity, defined periodicity, and capacity to
produce small-area statistics, are still that relevant as
essential features of a census?

On the necessity of a census methodology some au-
thors question the theoretical soundness of the register
based census. Readers are invited to contribute to the
discussion by giving their opinion if such a theoretical
base is really needed for a census, and why so?

Readers might also argue about the statement that
the main theoretical risk with the register-based cen-
sus approach is that it reverses the paradigm of statis-
tics: it seems to only measure what is available, instead
of properly defining first a concept and then develop a
methodology to measure it.

Censuses are generally seen as expensive projects.
The readers are invited to give an opinion on to what
extent the limited use of census results, in particular for
evidence-based policy making, is still worth the huge
cost?

And finally, discussion contributions are expected
on the statement that, in the current fast moving world,
to produce census results only every ten years is not
relevant any more.

You are invited to contribute to the discussions via
www.officialstatistics.com.

It is an honour for the Journal that Jean-Michel
Durr (INSEE, the French National Statistical Institute),
well-known and respected expert on Population and
Housing Censuses, accepted to be the guest editor for
this Special. I congratulate Jean-Michel Durr, the au-
thors of all articles and the team of reviewers for this
fantastic result. It is also an honour to have the impor-
tance of the Population Census emphasised by Stefan
Schweinfest, Director of the United Nations Statistics
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Department, in his guest editorial. I finally would like
to express my sincere gratitude to INSEE and UNFPA
in making it possible to publish this Special issue on-
line as an open access issue, allowing official statis-
ticians from all regions and countries of the world to
take note of and learn from the rich examples given in
these articles.

Last but not least, the March issue brings the fourth
manuscript that took the 2019 Young Statisticians
Prize (YSP 2019). Congratulations to James Farnell
and Peta Darby from the Australian Bureau of Statis-
tics who contributed with an article on Administrative
data informed donor imputation in the Australian Cen-
sus of Population and Housing.

I am pleased to also refer you to the Statistical
Journal’s website (www.officialstatistics.com) with in-
terviews with the authors of the four prize winning
manuscripts, discussing their article and work and giv-
ing some background on the authors, as well as the in-
terviews with many other colleagues in Official Statis-
tics – prepared by the interview editor Nancy Torrieri.

I wish you pleasant reading of the interesting arti-
cles.

Some words about the next issues (Volume
36(2020), Issue 2, 3 and 4)

The next three issues of the journal are already in
full preparation. The June 2020 issue (Vol. 36(2020),
Nr. 2) will contain several manuscripts based on pa-
pers from the 2019 ISI World Statistics Conference;
it will further contain the second block of articles on
“The future role of Official Statistics in the informa-
tional ecosystem”, selected and edited by Walter Ra-
dermacher. This discussion on Data4Policy (D4P); the
special relation between official statistics, science and
policy, has been launched with three manuscripts in the
December 2019 issue (Vol. 35(2019), Nr. 4).

The September 2020 issue (Vol. 36(2020), Nr. 3)
will be a Special issue about the Future of Economic
statistics. Some 15 authors already confirmed to the
Guest Editors Ivo Havinga (UNSD) and Andre Lor-
anger and Greg Peterson (Statistics Canada), their will-
ingness to contribute to this Special.

It is expected that papers from the 2019 ICAS con-
ference in New Delhi, the Quality in Statistics 2020
conference and the World Data Forum 2020, and
probably already some manuscripts from the IAOS
2020 conference will find their way in the Decem-

ber 2020 issue (Vol. 36(2020), Nr. 4). Of course
there is plenty of room for other manuscripts; au-
thors are kindly invited to submit their manuscript to
https://www.iospress.nl/journal/statistical-journal-of-
the-iaos/?tab=submission-of-manuscripts.

The IAOS Conference from 19–21 May 2020 in
Zambia; an occasion for publicity for African
Official Statistics

The bi-annual IAOS Conference will in 2020 take
place in Zambia, this is the first time of this confer-
ence to be held on the African continent. African offi-
cial statistics have gone (and are going) through a pro-
cess of change and fast development. The IAOS Con-
ference in Zambia is expected to specifically result in
contributions from African Statistics and will mark a
milestone in Official Statistics for Africa.

Manuscripts from the IAOS Conference 2020 will
be included in regular issues of the Journal. How-
ever, based on the high expectations, an extra issue of
the Journal in 2020 on ‘Official statistics in Africa’
(working title) will be prepared. The starting point
for this extra issue would be a number of around
20 manuscripts authored by African official statisti-
cians and/or covering elements of official statistics
in Africa. The manuscripts could be papers prepared
specifically for the 2020 IAOS Conference, but they
could also be independent contributions prepared in
advance or shortly after the time of the conference. Au-
thors are kindly invited to submit their paper/article to
https://www.iospress.nl/journal/statistical-journal-of-
the-iaos/?tab=submission-of-manuscripts.

Potential authors from the African region are espe-
cially invited to contribute to this extra and very special
issue of the journal.

A team of guest-editors will support the Editor in
Chief to organise the submission and review process.
The articles will be pre-published (on-line) on the Jour-
nal’s website and it is expected that the paper issue of
the Journal will be available in the 4th quarter of 2020.

Some managerial issues for the SJIAOS

In times of digitisation publishing and preparing
an academic journal like the Statistical Journal of the
IAOS, is undergoing rapid changes. Most visible for
the Journal are the growing importance of the website
and the modernisation of the Manuscript Tracking sys-
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tem. These developments have led to a changed set-up
of the Journal and to a rethinking of the roles for the
Editorial team. For this reason the assistant to the Edi-
tor in Chief, Mrs Greta Cherry, finished her duties for
the Journal at the end of last December. We would like
to thank Greta for her excellent service during the six
years as assistant to the Editor in Chief of the Statisti-
cal Journal of the IAOS. Her dedication and commit-
ment was impressive and has contributed very much to
the success of the Journal. Her support to the three Ed-
itors in Chief with whom she has been working dur-
ing these years, was outstanding, they all profited very
much from her excellent services.

In the inside cover page of this issue, you will also
find a second change in the list of editors. SJIAOS wel-
comes as new emphasis editors Mr James Lynch, pro-

fessor and former chair of the Department of Crimi-
nology and Criminal Justice at the University of Mary-
land (for the theme: Crime and victimisation statistics)
and Mr. Wesley Yung, Director of the Economic Statis-
tics Methods Division, StatCan (for the theme: Sci-
ence, Technology and Digital Society). With this addi-
tion the rejuvenation of the team of emphasis editors,
that started in July 2019, is completed.
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