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This issue marks the 10th anniversary of the Jour-
nal of Neuromuscular Diseases (JND) that we – as
Co-Editors-in-Chief – helped inaugurate in 2014. Ten
years ago, we were encouraged both by colleagues
and by market research of the publisher IOS Press
that a new journal focused on translational research
in neuromuscular disorders would be welcome by
the community and fill a space between the more
clinically oriented and the more basic science publi-
cations. Looking back we feel we have made the right
call to accept this invitation, as the last years brought
major scientific progress towards translation in the
neuromuscular diseases, including next generation
exome, genome and RNA sequencing for gene dis-
covery and better and more precise diagnostic yield,
an increasing importance and number of both pre-
clinical and clinical studies for better therapies, often
based on genetic mechanisms and finally the mar-
keting approval of several disease-modifying genetic
treatments in spinal muscular atrophy, Duchenne
muscular dystrophy and amyloid neuropathy among
others.
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lochmuller@gmail.com and Carsten G. Bönnemann. E-mail:
carsten.bonnemann@nih.gov.

This rapid and unprecedented development in our
field was accompanied by the growth of our jour-
nal with more than 600 peer-reviewed articles to
date included in a total of 58 issues, a year-on-year,
steady increase of about 15% in the number of arti-
cles and the move from 4 issues per year to 6 issues
in 2021, supported by an outstanding editorial board.
Some of the journal’s milestones were the indexa-
tion in Pubmed/Medline (2016), the indexation in
Web of Science (2021), the first impact factor of
4.693 (2022), and the transfer to full Open Access
(2023). While the journal became an asset to the
neuromuscular community, it partnered with profes-
sional organisations (TREAT NMD, EURO-NMD)
and conferences (ICNMD, eNMD, OttawaNMD,
MyoMRI) to support their publishing needs. The
journal also covered a range of special issues on
specific themes led by guest editors: Commemorat-
ing The Inauguration of The John Walton Muscular
Dystrophy Research Centre (2015); Commemorating
Terry Partridge (2021); The Null Hypothesis Stands
(2021); Treatment and Treatabolome in NMDs
(2021).

More than 100 articles each covered research on
Duchenne muscular dystrophy and spinal muscu-
lar atrophy, reflecting the large number of clinical
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trials and post-marketing research in two of the
most common paediatric neuromuscular disorders.
Adult neuromuscular diseases followed closely with
myotonic dystrophy, myasthenia gravis, amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis and polyneuropathy covered by
30–50 articles each. Those studies include 83 arti-
cles using animal models, the majority in mice, 57
studies describing clinical trials, 50 natural history
studies and 96 including genetic research. While most
articles originate from research institutions, hospitals
and industry in Europe, Japan and North America,
some of our recent publications were from Lebanon,
Kazakhstan, Thailand, Iran and India [1–6]. We are
very grateful to the many authors, reviewers and
associate editors, without whom none of this would
have been possible. One of the authors commented
recently “I think you are doing an amazing job with
the journal, it Is really an added value to the field”.
We are particularly proud of our expert reviews, led
by Associate Editors Gisèle Bonne and Shin’ichi
Takeda, which include some of our most-read and
best-cited publications providing insights from the
top experts in epidemiology of neuromuscular dis-
orders, the classification of myositis, advances in
spinal muscular atrophy, use of MRI in neuromus-
cular research and genomics to decipher some of the
largest genes in the human genome [7–11], just to
name a few.

Recent trends include an increasing number of
publications on outcome measures, biomarkers, clin-
ical trials, natural history, quality of life, and registry
studies across a range of neuromuscular diseases.
These include well-read and cited publications on
splice active antisense oligonucleotides in DMD, use
of the stride velocity 95 centile as an EMA-approved
outcome measure in DMD, long-term natural his-
tory in Becker muscular dystrophy, neurofilament
levels as a biomarker in treatment of adults with SMA
[12–15], among others. Going forward we are plan-
ning to establish a new feature “clinical trials corner”
to respond more quickly to emerging, not fully pub-
lished results from clinical trials.

Special thanks to our social media editors, Emily
O’Connor (until 2021) and Grace McMacken,
who racked up 2347 Facebook followers and 1837
Twitter/X followers to date. The latest feature, our
podcast highlighted two exciting publications in
2023, the first one by Carsten Bönnemann on the
challenges of gene therapy [16], the second one
by Angela Abicht on advancements in genomic
diagnosis of SMA [17]. Podcasts, articles in press
and back issues are available on our website

(https://www.iospress.com/catalog/journals/journal-
of-neuromuscular-diseases). The editorial staff at
IOS Press, Rasjel van der Holst, David Weedon and
Eileen Leahy, have provided constant support and
reassurance to us as editors as well as our authors
and readers.

The last decade has been exciting for preclini-
cal and clinical translational neuromuscular research,
coinciding with the first 10 years of JND. We are
proud to have been part of this journey and are
looking forward to another decade of growing the
journal and serving the neuromuscular community
with high-quality publications on preclinical and clin-
ical translational research, now under the new roof of
Sage Publications, which has recently acquired IOS
Press. We are always happy to hear from our authors
and readers directly.
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