
DONNERWETTER 

A .tudent a .. octatton reachlng Ito 25th blrthda,. 10 a 'pectacular lnatance 

of .urvlv.I. The o~c •• lon va. celebrated with .peet_cuI.rit, to .. tch. 

"ChrhUaan Hunen.", comprio1n8 al ... at aU of the .tudent body of .. the .. -

Udana and inform.tlon adenU.ta-to-be at the Delft Universlt,. of Techno-

108Y, a flourhhlng concern, ended the feaUvltlea of their IUltrUlI week 

with a day dedicated to computer chesa and did .0 with a flouriah. 

The atart of • .e-arable day 

There vefe tvo lecture. In the IIOrning a. var_lng-up exerela •• for the af

ternoon'a _tch. The Uut apeaker vaa Luuk de Vrl .. , the del18ner of 'You 

Never Can TeU', which 10 not a pIa,. by Shaw, but pIa,.. very vell Indeed, 

beIng the current Dutch computer cheal eh •• plon prOlr... Hi. expo.ltlon 

alaed at initiating the audience 1n the .,.aterle. of co.puter cheaa. In 

doing 80 hil enthouetaBIi proved lnfectioue: the audience v .... de to feel 

that they .lsht have dea18ned parta of the proSra. the.oehe •• 

He v.. lucceeded In the .peaker·. chat r by Ha. tneke lakker, the leneral 

.. cretary of FIDE. She dvelt at aolOe len8th on nDE and Ita attitude toward 

that nev bud on Catsl. '8 tree, co.puter che ••• The lntrlcacle. of rIDI vere 

lald bare, eapecteU, .. the, reserded the acceptance of colOputer che .. b, 

th.t ausu.t body. 

FIDI'. Central Co_lttee, led by It1 then Honorer,. Preaident, Dr. Hax love, 

v.a not, at the tiae, too reluctant to take co.pater che •• under it. vinS. 

Eove'. fervent pleading on behalf of colOputar che.. v.. recallad b,. Ha. 

Bakker: "It v •• one of the' late Dr. love'. beat and .a.t In.pired 'peechea, 

.nd I a. quaUfied to .a, .0 aince 1 .. )' falrl,. d .. crlbe .,.df •• a con

nohaeur of Hax Eove'. at)'le of addre ..... " 

In apite of thla plea, PIDE' a General A ... abl,. ruled that che.. co.puter 

progra.. vould be barred frca parUclpatinl In rIDE tourn •• enu. Neither 

vould the,. ... allowed to co.pete In the che .. Olyaplad, .a ha. been reported 

In thl. New.letter in It. October laaue. 

H •• Bakker .lao detailed the e1.ht .neral objection. rabed .saln.t .Uov

Inl a co.puter to pl., FlO! che .. , even thoulh the proSra. vere cha.plon 

a.,nl prosr •••• 

A. it happened, the Prealdent of FIDE, International Irand .. ater Frldrlk 

Olaf •• on, v ••• ble to .ttend the Gcea.1on. Unfortun.tely for hia, hi. trip 

to Indone.te va. del.yed, which let hi. be dravn Into .n l.proyb.Uon: 

an.verlns the .. n,. queaUon. .bout the pro. .nd con a of havinl prolra .. 

join the ranlta of rID!, • ta.k vh1ch he perforHd brUl1.ntly. 

Expectationa for the d., ran hlSh, not lean because exc1t .. aent h.d .... n 

vhlpped up b,. a nu.ber of article. 1n vh1ch Donnar had .. tie 111ht of .n,. 

computer' •• blllt,. to pro .. It. worth In che ... Donner, a Dutch internatio

nal Irand ... ter, who ratea 2460 on the Eto .cale, h.d three arUcle., enti

tled 'Anti-c:oaputer' accepted b,. NRC/Handel.blad, the Dutch pre.tlle dall,. 

The tenor of hio vrltln. va. th.t c_put!re allht, ju.t "'rel,., ... capable 

of countin8 and .ddlnl, but that lntrlnaic.U, 'they cannot r •• U,. pIa, 

che •• • t to quote Donner verlt.tla. 

After the flret tvo of then arUel •• , those 1n cherie of ChrbU.an Hu,

lena' luatru. f .. thlth. decided to join ... tUe. In a .ab •• qu.nt ta.u. of 

th ._ paper, the, challensed Donner to enS.le In a full-dr ..... a_ 

asaln. t BeUe, whleh, .a our r .. dere vUI know, la lten Tho.p.on'. .nd Joe 

Condon'. cr ... Uon vith .n eaU .. ted Ito raUnl of 80ae 2200 polnu. For the 

record, 1t ahould b. _nUonad that It.n Th ...... on had apontaneoual,. e...mtted 

hI.aell, off.ri ..... 11. a •• conteatant vlthln .eeoad. of ... 1 ... In.lt .... 

Donner '. repl,. va. daanUnl: he would be vUlln8 to .ccept tha ehaUen ••• a 

• vaser. Th •• take v •• to be DU. 10,000.-, which a..,unU to the pratt,. .oa 

of about , 4,000.-. Of courae, ChrisUaan Hu,.8en. could not po .. lbl,. rab. 

that 8Uch. To eut a Ions .tor, .hort, Donner va. flnell,. perauadad to .ee.pt 

pla,.i1l8 for the fee nor_U,. .. aUable for • alaultanaou. exhlblUon. IYen 

.0 the s.. va. to .. k. a larle dent In thd r flnenc... FiYe .nd a half 

houra of conUnuoua telephonin8 to lell Laba In Nev Jere., are not .. act 1,. 

cheap. 



Row they aet 

j. 
DonDer •• t, in fdrly .plendid bolaUoD. In the rOOll whera our Departaent·. 

F.culty ooraa11y filtht their .... n battlu. Thb aeeUns-rOOll .... clo.ed to 

.11 but the ofUcial. and ._ .ccredited reportau. R.n Schlet. dtUns 

ve11 apart fro. the sr.nd_.ter, a .. ured U.loon. the hot Une to le11e in 

hle hand. R1aht at the .tart of the .aae there va. a .Uaht lIru.h: Donner 

eachewed the opportunity to uchanae the nor_l courtealea with Iten ThOllP

aon: "I ca .. here to play ch .... not to talk to • cOllputer." 

It ahould not be thought th.t thlo battle of vHa .... vithout ita apecta

tora. Ooe of the lar ... t lecture h.ll ..... U11ed to capacity .nd beyond. 

So .. BOO apectato .. vatched the .aae. Donoer'. aupercUioua attitude to 

computer chea •• a •• hovn in h10 vriUng ... de the audience root for lelle. 

to the point vhere a banner v.. rdaed readina 'Up vith 8elle·. So auch for 

happy inforaaUty; of cou .... the Dean of HatheaaUca had opened the .... ion 

on • proper and foraal note. 

One of ua (Jaap van den Herik) co_nted the .a .. on • larse deaon.tr.tlon 

board. Lhe11ne .. vas en.ured blcau .. the co_nt.tor h.d a direct ddeo

ca.er. dew of the hu .. n conteatant .nd of the lIo.rd reluctantly .hared vith 

hlo electronic opponent. 

The ensase .. nt betveen Donner and Belle deUnHely had a prerrrUre ele .. nt to 

it: it vaa the H .. t aa .. ever to h.ve been played betveen an intern.Uonal 

Il"and ... ter and a chel. Mchine under relui.r tournament condition., In901-

YinS ._nsat othe .. a tl. Uait of 2\ houra for 40 movea. 

White: J.R. Donner 

Uack: Belle 

Delft/Hurray Hill, Harch 5. 19B2 

Queea·. G •• bit. Ca.bridge Spring. Oefenee 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. Nel e6 

5. 8g5 NlId7 6. e3 Q.5 7. Nd2 IIb4 B. Qc2 0-0 

9. lIe2 dxc4 10. Bxf6 Nxf6 11. Nxc4 Qe7 12. 0-0 RdB 

13. • 3 Be7 14 • b4 b6 15. Rfc1 t 

CouUnulns •• he did. Donn.r hare d.finitely ldt the trodden p.th. The con

tinu.tion 15. Ifdl NdS (Hlkeaa.-Alekhlne. Prasue. 19l1) 1. veIl-known; the 

Encyclop.edia of Che .. Opeatna. (Hatanode) .t.tu th.t neither player h •• 

.ny ad .. at.sa. By th.n. Donner had coa.uaed far aora playlnS ti .. than lel

Ie, the .core baina 21 1/8. 7 alnut ••• 

One _y aoUce that Doaner h.d .bo d.p.rted frOll the bouk before, which 

ahe. 14. Ifdl 1d7 15. 114 NdS 16. Ne4 116. R.d he pl.yed by the bouk, there 

vould h.... beea no ad"eat.se to White or Bl.ck either. After Dooner'. 15th 

_ ...... h .... a. Iten co_nted that lelle had run out of her bouk of openins •• 

Whan Dooner v •• told th10 by Van Oo.tervijk Bruyn. the arblt.r. the guad

_ater ratorted: "So h .... 1." 

15. Ib7 16. If] a6 

Th10 1a r.ther perepic.ciou. 00 le11e'a p.rt. H.d .he played 16 •••• c5. 

White. continuins 17. l"b7 Qxb7 II. d .. e5 buS 19. b5, would h."e sdned 

._ ad".ntaae • 

17. labl Nd7 lB. a4 Rabl 

19. S3fT 

After thla aove, srand.aster Olahaon auueated off the cuff that 19 •• 5 

vould in all probablUty en.ure Whlte'a dctory. An .nalyda of thlo auuea

Uon on the deaonatratlon lIo.rd In.tantly .hoved that 19. as turned out to 

leave roOll for. troullailZe by Black: 19 •••• b".S 20. N".S Bxb41 The IIDve 

Donner played should be condetaned by the aalle to1c.en. The 11ahop on fJ ha.!na 

loat Ita protectlon, it iR then open to Black to continue: 19. ... "'114 



20. Ixb4 c5 21. dxc5 btl 22. exb6 N"b6 23. hb6 Rllb6 24. Rllb6 Qzb6, to 

h18 dear adv.nt.s •• After the sa .. va. oyer, len .t.ted that BeUe h.d .een 
I' this variaUon, but had raJ.eted it becau .. it evalu.ted to a lower .core 

than the IIDve pla,.ed. In huun ter.. her evaluaUon ai.pl,. is in the r.al. 

of the incredible. 

Donn.r, lookins back, a •• erted that he 'h.d had In II1nd' to sa.bit the II

pawn - h. had aeen B"b4 -, but he va. cur Iou. to know whether the co.puter 

vould have done .0 .• weU. Re added that after 19 ••••• xb4 he would have 

pl.,.ed 20. Be4 which h. v.suely favored. It 18 worth,. of note th.t Bl.ck, 

.0vinS 20 •••• bc3 in repl,., would be b.tter off h.d Donner done .0. 

19. !Ch8? 20. B.2 f511 

Black '. l •• t two IIDvea are d18aatrou.. No hu .. n che.. pl.,.... would' have 

pla,..d 20 •••• 15. Thla IIDve of Belle'. pr_tad Donner to the re .. rk th.t 

.h. did aa badl,. a. • lour-,.ear old. White nov ha. • winnina poaiUonal 

advant_le. though not due to an, action taken b, Donner. 

21. NeZ 

2S. as 

le8 22. Nf4 B.5 23. Ndl Bf6 24. 

bS 

Bl.ck '. Blahop 10 nov buried ali ... ; the ......... decided. 

26. Nd2 B.8 27. Nb3 Q.7 28. Qa2 

f4 l.cI 

The continu.tion 28. NbcS would h."e been lID". to the point, bar .. ina Il.ck 

fro. pl.,.ina 28. eS, which, while it loa •• a Pavn, .t le •• t .llov. the 

.iehop. to ba e"ch.naed. Equall,., 28. Qa2 would have obviated a 10 .. 01 

te.po. All It la, a teapo. ill loot, a .. tter of ... 11 cone.rn to Donn.r who 

feet. unhurried dnc. Belle cannot .Ur a fin •• r. 

28. Ic7 29. NbeS Nf8 30. le2 leI 31. lbel Kl8 
32. 1f3 Id8 33. .4 IdeS 34. lel fXl4 

In tM. podUon, 34 •••• a6 would have baeD prefer.ble. 

3S • .... 4 le7 36. Q.2 Ice8 37. IS Idl 

All hope 11 lo.t fo .. the .-p.wn. Sednl th18, .l.ck decide. to put hiB look 

to IIDre u.elul eaployaent' ellertinl pr ••• ure on d4 alan. the h.lf-open d

fUe. 

38. Nf. 

The ai.pler 3B. be6 would h .... lelt Black without. pro.pect, but Donner 

prefer ••• r.eiou. kill. The coaputer dutch •• at th18 .traw. The .pect.

tara, •• ndna th.t 38 •••• bd4 i.pU ••• l.at ch.nee for .l.ek, ro.e atnt

led when .elle pl.,.ed thi. IIDve. 

38. IlId4 39. elld4 

'.a Do.t .... fJk .ru,.n l.ter draw .,. .ttenUon to the fine "ari.Uon 39. Nb.6 

Mxe6 40. he6 .xel+ 41.!Cn IdS 42. Qzd5+ clldS 43. ac8+ leB 44. llle8+ 

etc., whfch ie r.ther anre recMroolrA th.n wh.t Donner did. 

39. 1xd4 40. f6 

Th. black Qu.e. on .7 la nov alr.euloual,. ... "lved, the IIDr •• 0 alnee the 

Pawn on b4 la under th .... t. Tuln. the Pawn on e6 la effeetivel,. pr.clueled. 

onl,. 40. In r ... f"" a •• n altern.U"e. 

40. bf4 

.elle'. aeft nov at.nd to outn........ her opponent'., .h. e_nd. • .lahop .nd 

three Pawn. aaaln.t a look. Hova" ... , the .lahop on .8 f.U •• hort of belna • 

pur ..... t. After 40 •••• pl6, White al.ht eonUnue 41. 113 1118 42. Ixd. 



Note th.t the PlIVn oa e6 r .... in. blodted, in turn bloelt1nl the IIbhop. After 

40 .... 1tf7, White .. lnl .. lth 41. lI"e6. 

U. be7 b14+ 42. RS3 bl3+ 43. hJtl3 Qn7 44. Qd2 

With thb lIO"e Donner deprh .. hb opponent of all ehane ... The lliahop on a8 

w111 never be able to let out of Its eorner, beeau.e of 44. 

lIe8 46. Dd8 ete. 

h6 45. ltd 1 Qe8 46. Qd6 

IIb7 45. Itdl 

After 46. Qd8 Qh5 47. Rn, the I • ..., would be over; .0 it .. ould Ifter 46 .... 

QI6 47. Rd3 with IId7 threatening ("tz. Qxd3, Nf6+). Thia vould han been 

qu1eker thIn the aetual lIO"e. Donner prefera to k11l at hie leleure. 

46. e5 47. Qe7 Qh5 48. Ittl 

The threat i.pUed here b 49. 1t"f8'" 

48. 

52. be3 

Qe8 49. Qd6 

h5 53. le7 

e4 50 It4 

Qf5 54. Qf4 

e3 51. le4 Qe8 

Here Donner onrlooka the i .. diate win to be reaehed by 58. leS, followed 

by e.g. 54 .... Qbl+ 55. Ks2 Qe2+ 56. J;f3 Qt5+ 57. Qf4 (or 56 .... Qe3+ 

57. lid 3 ). Donner now prefero dow torture to a dean kilUnl' 

54. QI6 55. la7 Qe8 56. Qd4 Qg6 

At thil point the gl.e, huinS eonfor.ed to the ulual tt.inl require.entl, 

va •• djourned. Pre •• ed for tt.e .. we all were, it va. dedded to adjudieate 

the .. inner rather then to penilt uo1nl the tran.at1lntte Une Indefinitely. 

01ltllon, FIDE'. Preo1dent, kindly eonoented to aet a. an ad hoc arbitrator 

and took next to no ti_ to proc1al. Donner the undoubted ylctor. 

The chair_n of Chri.ti.an HUYlen. IIDved a vote of thanka to Ken Tho.p.on, 

who had had to get up at an unearthly hour in the .urnlng in order to let 

Donner pia, Belle. That Belle IOlt, .1 ahe vaa bound to do, 1n no wa, de

tracts fro. the utch'a i_port.nce 88 • landaark In cOfllputer cheRs. Belle'. 

honorable defeat, ve all felt, va. a luperb ..,hiav_nt in ltaelf lad _y 

veil be taken al heraldinl the thins. to eo_ in eOlllputer ehell. 

H.J. van den Herik 

I.S. Henehberl 

Delft Unheraity of Teehnolol1 

The lIetherland. 

J, H. Donner plays Belle 
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