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AUGMENTED IDEAS 

As every knowledgeable researcher understands, Inspned Ideas publIshed In a Journal are meant for a WIder 
dIssemInatIOn But how should we treat the dIssemInatIOn and the reuse of algOrIthms and programs 7 And 
how should we cope WIth Ideas that me traceable, that are well-known among practitIOners, but that have 
not yet been publIshed? Although these questIOns are still dIffIcult to answer, It seems that there IS a 
tendency to deal WIth them In a manner which IS dIfferent from that of ten years ago 

Indeed, the questIOn on publIcatIOns IS not so dIffIcult ObVIously, when drawIng on Ideas from published 
artICles approprIate references should be made to the source Such behavIOur should also be the case when 
the Idea~ are not publIshed, but nevel theless traceable Sometimes thiS IS done by personal commumcatlOn, 
sometimes by simply gIVIng credIt In the text, and nowadays we see references to home pages and Internet 
addresses Of course, such reference behavIOur presupposes a thorough knowledge of the research fIeld and 
a tempered ambItIOn There IS a grey area between what IS permItted, and what IS plagIafiSm SometImes, 
the problem of the grey area IS resolved through the orIgInator publishIng hIs/her Ideas 

The EdItOrIal Board IS therefore pleased with Bob Hyatt's contnbutlOn So far, the Ideas behInd Dynamic 
Tree SplIttmg (DTS) have not been published m such a lUCId way The Idea~ have been around SInce 
Hyatt's Ph D theSIS In 1988 MeanwhIle, they have been augmented and are now presented forthrIghtly WIth 
new expenments, ~hoWIng thell mellt and the power of shared-memory computers ThIS might solve a 
particular questIOn on publIcatIOns It does not solve all the questIOns above and, m particular, It does not 
gIve any clue to the other problems The best we can do I~ to make these problems explicIt 
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In the prevIOus Is~ue Chnlly Donmngel embarked upon the algonthmlc questIOn by challengIng the ICC A 
tournament rules He referred to the diScussIon ot entenng a cloned program Into the 1989 World 
MIcrocomputer Chess ChampIOnshIp At that tIme, entenng a cloned progl am was absolutely not pel mltted 
However, today we have Donmngel's contnbutlOn to the computer-chess commumty, called NIMZO-3, 
contaInIng tools whIch allow the usel to modIfy substantIally NIMZO-3' s search proce~~, Its openIng book 
and Its knowledge base (e g , the heumtlcs used) So, can one buy NIMZO-3, change It at home, and enter 
any tournament? "Yes", DonnInger saId, - he even encouraged ~uch behavlOul - "as long as such a user 
doe~ not deny the NIMZO roob " 

The questIOn posed above theoretically has been partIally answeled In recent practIce In the 14Lh WMCC 
(Jakarta, 1996), the IndoneSIan program GUNDA-I partiCIpated, and In the 16Lh Open Dutch Computer-Che~~ 
ChampIOnshIp (Lelden, 1996) the program RAJAH was entered Both programs were based on Hyatt's 
world-wIde avaIlable code of the program CRAFTY SInce both teams gave due credIt to CRAFTY as then 
ongmal source, It IS comparable to USIng Ideas from artIcles whIle gIVIng appropnate lefelence 
Nevertheless, the questIOn remams to what extent can we prolong the slmIlanty ot publIcatIOns and 
programs FOI articles, we do not allow plagIan~m For algonthms and programs I belIeve we are 111 a state 
ot flux Yet, the re~earcher who IS the ollgmatol ot the Idea~ should alway~ be gIven pnde of place 

In these partIcular cases It I~ peculIar that Bob Hyatt plays a IOle m both Howevel, thel e IS no I ea~on tOl 
hIm to complam The Ideas on EPVS and DTS are always cledlted to hlln and now they are In the open 
HIS ments tor CRAFTY are recogmzed by hiS end users and by the ICCA through the Novag Award 

To conclude, we ~hlf't to a closely-related tOPIC, VIZ the conSIderable acceleratIOn of the dlssemll1atlOn of 
II1tormatlOn, algonthms and programs by Internet access Techmcal, fmancIaI and sCIentIfic problems are 
encountered when an A~socIatlOn Stell ts commumcatmg wIth ItS members vIa Intel net The ICCA I~ 

currently mve~tlgatmg how to deal wIth the~e problems There arc many Idea~, many ~olutlOns, but we are 
~ealchIng 101 a good solutIOn m whIch the ICCA and Ib JOUlnal v.IIl flounsh 

Jaap Vdn den Henk 

ICCA Journal readers may be Interested to know that II1fonnatlOn on our publIcatIOns I~ now avaIlable on 
the Internet Our home page Cdn be reached by http //www cs ummaas nlhccahccaInfo htm 

A complete lIst of all artIcles, notes and IIteratUle revIews publIshed m the ICCA Journal I~ dVaIlable on 
the Internet at http //www cs ummaa~ nl/Ulterwykhccd-J toc htm 

Dr Herschberg's rejomder to the laudatOlY tnbutes 111 the MaIch Issue wIll be publIshed 111 the next I~sue 
under the tItle A Bnef History of the Future ICCA 


