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For some tIme now an mformal solutIOn to the game of chess has been m the makmg As always m matters 
of opllllon and even m opmlOnated matters, views differ Accordmg to some, the game of chess has been 
solved m the particular and Irksome form that passIOnate players cannot vanqUIsh their machmes To a 
pnvlleged few, this statement IS met With denslOn they, a pnvlleged tenscore or so, regularly brmg theIr 
computer opponent to Its figuratIve knees WIth Olympian detachment, we can only conclude that nearly all 
the hard work has been done and that computer chess reigns supreme This IS not merely expressed as half 
pomts or pomts won even over the top-players of the game, It also comes to the fore m the emergence of 
explanatIOn tools for chess endgames and of awards for the best annotatIOn 

ThiS IS well beyond outplaymg the majonty It IS explammg the qualIty of a move to those not perhaps 
msplred enough to produce the move themselves In other words, many computers are not only playmg 
better, but, With their program, are capable of expoundmg the why and wherefore of their moves Such an 
explanatIOn takes the form of what IS roughly a Grandmaster's comment on the moves Chess, therefore, to 
all but a few hundred has acqUIred the status of solved and explIcable 

The questIOn before your Editors IS now clear m a famous metaphor, chess has been dubbed the Drosophtla 
of at lea!>t one vanety of ArtifiCial IntellIgence The Drosophila's genetIc make-up havmg been solved, the 
questIOn remams what IS the next subject of research? A directIOn of research, as Vlkhrev pomts out m thIS 
Issue, should be prospectIve and even prepared to tack and veer WIth the wmds of change 

Acceptmg thiS as a truth, where shall we go? Shall we pursue the course of an ICCA Journal where chess IS 
the mam subject and even more detaIled chess subjects Will be the mam bIll of fare, or should we branch 
out? A restnctIon to chess has the advantage of mamtammg contmUlty, but may lose ItS edge by bemg 
overly speCialIzed, mterestmg to only a handful of experts world-wide 
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By contrast, openmg up the pages of our Journal to all manner of computer games can be no more than 
sightmg the tIP of an Iceberg, not even scratchmg It RestnctIOn to chess IS too lImItative, extensIOn to all 
computer games IS unbounded to a degree 

Yet, m the somewhat longer run, such a choIce IS mevitable and a clear polIcy IS reqUIred shall It be chess 
for the chess specIalIsts or any computenzable game not solved so far? The chOice is up to our readers and 
strong opmIOns for our correspondence column are mVIted shall the EdItors ot thiS Journal provIde 
delIcaCIes for the few or should they rather provIde fare for a host of gammg folk? WIll our readers, please, 
help to decIde between such extremes as the artIcle by Herbeck and Barth, explIcatory In nature, and the 
approach of Matsubara, hda and Gnmbergen whIch at one fell swoop extends solved CHESS by way of 
SHOG! to unsolved Go? We thInk that the sweepmg conclusIOn of SHOG! and Go IS premature 

Nevertheless, the ultImate decIsIOn rests wIth our readers and contnbutors, your EdItors stilI feel that they 
find themselves at a crossroads To put It at ItS simplest, WIll the ICCA Journal, possIbly then most easIly 
avaIlable on some Web, be about computer chess or about computer games? 

Bob Herschberg 
Jaap van den Henk 

From tIme to time the ICCA executive would lIke to commUnIcate electronIcally and WIdely with ICCA 
members The recent announcement of the 1996 World Microcomputer Chess ChampionshIp IS a case m 
pomt Although we have maIlmg addresses for all members we do not have an emaIl address, a phone 
number or a fax number for many members 

At present our membershIp Itst IS mamtamed both by our Secretary/Treasurer, Don Beal, and by the ICCA 
Journal Edltonal Office m Maastncht Each quarter we consolIdate our records, but there are gaps m the 
mfonnatIon that we would lIke to fill Therefore I ask that every ICCA member send an email WIth a 
subject-field of "ICCA contact addresses" Please send the message to Icca@dcs qmw ac uk With a copy to 
Icca@cs rultmburg nl contammg the followmg contact mfonnatIOn 

Name, marlmg address, emaIl address, phone number, fax number, 
As an example my personal entry would be 

Prof T A (Tony) Marsland, Computmg SCIence Department, 615 General ServIces BUlldmg, UnIVersIty of 
Alberta, Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2H 1, emaIl Tony Marsland@ualberta ca, Phone + 1-403-492-3971, 
Fax +1-403-492-1071, Please DO NOT make my mfonnatIOn avaIlable to thIrd partIes 

As IS our custom, thIS data WIll be used only by the ICC A to mamtam contact WIth ItS membershIp If you 
WIsh to make your addresses avaIlable to thIrd partIes, please expltcltly gIve us that permIssIOn at the end 
of your emaIl We occasIOnally receIve requests from vendors of magazmes and chess supplIes for the 
addresses of our members who WIsh to receive unsolIcited maIl 

ICCA Journal readers may be mterested to know that mfonnatlon on our publtcatlons IS now avaIlable on 
the Internet Our homepage can be reached by http //www cs ruhmburg nlltccaltccaInfo htm 

A complete lIst of all artIcles, notes and lIterature reviews publIshed m the ICCA Journal IS avaIlable on 
the Internet at http //www cs rultmburg nl/U1terwykltcca -.J toc htm 


