WTO

Ministerial Declaration®

1. The multilateral trading system embod-
ied in the World Trade Organization has
contributed significantly to economic growth,
development and employment throughout
the past fifty years. We are determined,
particularly in the light of the global eco-
nomic slowdown, to maintain the process
of reform and liberalization of trade policies,
thus ensuring that the system plays its full
part in promoting recovery, growth and de-

*  Ministerial conference, Fourth session,
Doha, 9-14 November 2001. Adopted on 14 No-
vember 2001. See also page 29.
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velopment. We therefore strongly reaffirm
the principles and objectives set out in the
Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the
World Trade Organization, and pledge to
reject the use of protectionism.

6. We strongly reaffirm our commitment
to the objective of sustainable develop-
ment, as stated in the Preamble to the
Marrakesh Agreement. We are convinced
that the aims of upholding and safeguard-
ing an open and non-discriminatory multi-
lateral trading system, and acting for the
protection of the environment and the pro-
motion of sustainable development can and
must be mutually supportive. We take note

of the efforts by Members to conduct na-
tional environmental assessments of trade
policies on a voluntary basis. We recog-
nize that under WTO rules no country
should be prevented from taking measures
for the protection of human, animal or plant
life or health, or of the environment at the
levels it considers appropriate, subject to
the requirement that they are not applied
in a manner which would constitute a
means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimi-
nation between countries where the same
conditions prevail, or a disguised restric-
tion on international trade, and are other-
wise in accordance with the provisions of
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the WTO Agreements. We welcome the
WTO’s continued cooperation with UNEP
and other inter-governmental environmen-
tal organizations. We encourage efforts to
promote cooperation between the WTO
and relevant international environmental
and developmental organizations, espe-
cially in the lead-up to the World Summit
on Sustainable Development to be held in
Johannesburg, South Africa, in Septem-
ber 2002.

7. We reaffirm the right of Members un-
der the General Agreement on Trade in
Services to regulate, and to introduce new
regulations on, the supply of services.

8. We reaffirm our declaration made at
the Singapore Ministerial Conference re-
garding internationally recognized core la-
bour standards. We take note of work un-
der way in the International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO) on the social dimension of glo-
balization.

10. Recognizing the challenges posed by
an expanding WTO membership, we con-
firm our collective responsibility to ensure
internal transparency and the effective par-
ticipation of all Members. While emphasiz-
ing the intergovernmental character of the
organization, we are committed to making
the WTO's operations more transparent,
including through more effective and
prompt dissemination of information, and
to improve dialogue with the public. We
shall therefore at the national and multilat-
eral levels continue to promote a better
public understanding of the WTO and to
communicate the benefits of a liberal, rules-
based multilateral trading system.

11. In view of these considerations, we
hereby agree to undertake the broad and
balanced Work Programme set out below.
This incorporates both an expanded ne-
gotiating agenda and other important de-
cisions and activities necessary to address
the challenges facing the multilateral trad-
ing system.

WORK PROGRAMME

Trade-Related Aspects of Intellec-
tual Property Rights
17. We stress the importance we attach
to implementation and interpretation of the
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agree-
ment) in a manner supportive of public
health, by promoting both access to exist-
ing medicines and research and develop-
ment into new medicines and, in this con-
nection, are adopting a separate Declara-
tion.
19. We instruct the Council for TRIPS, in
pursuing its work programme including un-
der the review of Article 27.3(b), the review
of the implementation of the TRIPS Agree-
ment under Article 71.1 and the work fore-
seen pursuant to paragraph 12 of this Dec-
laration, to examine, inter alia, the relation-
ship between the TRIPS Agreement and the
Convention on Biological Diversity, the pro-
tection of traditional knowledge and folklore,
and other relevant new developments raised
by Members pursuant to Article 71.1. In un-
dertaking this work, the TRIPS Council shall
be guided by the objectives and principles
set out in Articles 7 and 8 of the TRIPS
Agreement and shall take fully into account
the development dimension.

Trade and Environment
31. With a view to enhancing the mutual
supportiveness of trade and environment,

we agree to negotiations, without prejudg-
ing their outcome, on:

(i) the relationship between existing
WTO rules and specific trade obligations
set out in multilateral environmental agree-
ments (MEAs). The negotiations shall be
limited in scope to the applicability of such
existing WTO rules as among parties to
the MEA in question. The negotiations shalll
not prejudice the WTO rights of any Mem-
ber that is not a party to the MEA in ques-
tion;

(i) procedures for regular information ex-
change between MEA Secretariats and the
relevant WTO committees, and the criteria
for the granting of observer status;

(iii) the reduction or, as appropriate, elimi-
nation of tariff and non-tariff barriers to
environmental goods and services.

We note that fisheries subsidies form part
of the negotiations provided for in para-
graph 28.

32. We instruct the Committee on Trade
and Environment, in pursuing work on all
items on its agenda within its current terms
of reference, to give particular attention to:
(i) the effect of environmental measures
on market access, especially in relation to
developing countries, in particular the least-
developed among them, and those situa-
tions in which the elimination or reduction
of trade restrictions and distortions would
benefit trade, the environment and devel-
opment;

(i) the relevant provisions of the Agree-
ment on Trade-Related Aspects of Intel-
lectual Property Rights; and

(iii) labelling requirements for environ-
mental purposes.

Work on these issues should include the
identification of any need to clarify relevant
WTO rules. The Committee shall report to
the Fifth Session of the Ministerial Confer-
ence, and make recommendations, where
appropriate, with respect to future action,
including the desirability of negotiations.
The outcome of this work as well as the
negotiations carried out under paragraph
31(i) and (ii) shall be compatible with the
open and non-discriminatory nature of the
multilateral trading system, shall not add
to or diminish the rights and obligations of
Members under existing WTO agreements,
in particular the Agreement on the Appli-
cation of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Meas-
ures, nor alter the balance of these rights
and obligations, and will take into account
the needs of developing and least-devel-
oped countries.

33. We recognize the importance of tech-
nical assistance and capacity building in
the field of trade and environment to de-
veloping countries, in particular the least-
developed among them. We also encour-
age that expertise and experience be
shared with Members wishing to perform
environmental reviews at the national level.
A report shall be prepared on these activi-
ties for the Fifth Session.

Trade and Transfer of Technology

37. We agree to an examination, in a
Working Group under the auspices of the
General Council, of the relationship be-
tween trade and transfer of technology, and
of any possible recommendations on steps
that might be taken within the mandate of
the WTO to increase flows of technology
to developing countries. The General Coun-
cil shall report to the Fifth Session of the
Ministerial Conference on progress in the
examination.

ORGANIZATION AND MANAGE-
MENT OF THE WORK PROGRAMME

45. The negotiations to be pursued un-
der the terms of this Declaration shall be
concluded not later than 1 January 2005.
The Fifth Session of the Ministerial Con-
ference will take stock of progress in the
negotiations, provide any necessary politi-
cal guidance, and take decisions as nec-
essary. When the results of the negotia-
tions in all areas have been established, a
Special Session of the Ministerial Confer-
ence will be held to take decisions regard-
ing the adoption and implementation of
those results.
46. The overall conduct of the negotia-
tions shall be supervised by a Trade Ne-
gotiations Committee under the authority
of the General Council. The Trade Nego-
tiations Committee shall hold its first meet-
ing not later than 31 January 2002. It shall
establish appropriate negotiating mecha-
nisms as required and supervise the
progress of the negotiations.
47. With the exception of the improve-
ments and clarifications of the Dispute
Settlement Understanding, the conduct,
conclusion and entry into force of the out-
come of the negotiations shall be treated
as parts of a single undertaking. However,
agreements reached at an early stage may
be implemented on a provisional or a de-
finitive basis. Early agreements shall be
taken into account in assessing the over-
all balance of the negotiations.
48. Negotiations shall be open to:
(i) all Members of the WTO; and
(i) States and separate customs territo-
ries currently in the process of accession
and those that inform Members, at a regu-
lar meeting of the General Council, of their
intention to negotiate the terms of their
membership and for whom an accession
working party is established.
Decisions on the outcomes of the negotia-
tions shall be taken only by WTO Members.
49. The negotiations shall be conducted
in a transparent manner among partici-
pants, in order to facilitate the effective
participation of all. They shall be conducted
with a view to ensuring benefits to all par-
ticipants and to achieving an overall bal-
ance in the outcome of the negotiations.
50. The negotiations and the other aspects
of the Work Programme shall take fully into
account the principle of special and differ-
ential treatment for developing and least-
developed countries embodied in: Part IV
of the GATT 1994, the Decision of 28 No-
vember 1979 on Differential and More Fa-
vourable Treatment, Reciprocity and Fuller
Participation of Developing Countries; the
Uruguay Round Decision on Measures in
Favour of Least-Developed Countries; and
all other relevant WTO provisions.
51. The Committee on Trade and Devel-
opment and the Committee on Trade and
Environment shall, within their respective
mandates, each act as a forum to identify
and debate developmental and environ-
mental aspects of the negotiations, in or-
der to help achieve the objective of having
sustainable development appropriately re-
flected.
52. Those elements of the Work Pro-
gramme which do not involve negotiations
are also accorded a high priority. They shall
be pursued under the overall supervision
of the General Council, which shall report
on progress to the Fifth Session of the Min-
isterial Conference. .
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