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Training and Practice
Alejandro O. Iza*

The first International Symposium on Legislation and
Environmental Law, organized by the Latin-American En-
vironmental Law Programme of the Ilustre Colegio de
Abogados de Madrid (ICAM) and co-ordinated and di-
rected by Dr. Silvia Jaquenod de Zgögon (IUCN-CEL and
ICEL member) took place in Madrid, Spain last October.
The theme of the Symposium was the legal environmen-
tal law training and professional practice.

The symposium brought together experts from Angola,
Germany, Portugal, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia,
Cuba, Ecuador, Spain, Guatemala, Mexico, Panamá, Perú,
Puerto Rico and Venezuela. The meeting included differ-
ent activities: workshops, debates, oral presentations,
cases, and participants’ suggestions.

The Workshops provided an important contribution
regarding the training of lawyers in environmental themes.
The results have been beneficial and especially fruitful
due to the exchange of knowledge and experience, pres-
entation of practical cases and a comprehensive approach
to each of the different themes.

The debates held after the interventions were crucial
to the success of the symposium. These debates focused
on specific problems, and generated a forum which facili-
tated the search for suitable alternatives within the con-
text of each social and cultural reality.

The participants gave speeches in which they de-

scribed conflicting legal environmental realities. This pro-
vided for a lively exchange of knowledge and experiences.

Among the outstanding conclusions were:
– Effective conservation and improvement in the qual-

ity of natural resources are a responsibility, by consti-
tutional mandate, of all public administrations, to the
extent established under state basic legislation and lo-
cal regulations. Lack of action in this regard is inex-
cusable.

– It is the responsibility of the Member States to imple-
ment the European Community Environmental Law.
They should take an active role, and not just wait to
take the appropriate measures when infringement pro-
cedures have been initiated.

– The field of environmental law is still evolving; how-
ever, some environmental issues have already been
included in administrative law as well as in criminal,
civil and fiscal law (interdisciplinary).

– Environmental law is not dealt with adequately in le-
gal training.  Some would even claim there is “legal
illiteracy” in this field. Civil servants also demonstrate
a lack of knowledge in this field. There is a lack of
willingness as well as a shortage of professionals and
technical experts for the implementation of specific
environmental regulations. Efforts are being made to
overcome this situation.

– Other problems include the lack of relevant legisla-* Legal Officer, IUCN Environmental Law Centre
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Resolution on Native Americans
The European Parliament has passed a resolution “on

native Americans in the US – Dineh.”
The Dineh people, who reside in the Hopi Partition

Lands (HPL), are facing eviction through the implemen-
tation of the Relocation Act (Public Law 93-531), oblig-
ing them to sign its Accommodation Agreement.

The Parliament is concerned that the recent Public Law
104-301 and the Accommodation Agreement will mean
the Dineh (Navajo) families in the Black Mesa region be-
ing forced to abandon their land.  Given the denial of suf-
ficient livestock, thereby threatening the Dineh’s cultural
and socio-economic survival, the confiscation of firewood
causing families severe hardship, especially in winter, and
the withdrawal of rights regarding water, hunting and
medicinal gatherings, there is no way to remain on the
land.

The Dineh families residing in HPL live near the
Peabody Coal Company coal mining lease areas on Black
Mesa. The Bureau of Indian Affairs granted to the com-
pany water rights to the Navajo aquifer, the sole water
source of the Dineh and Hopi, whose wells are rapidly
drying up, thereby threatening their spiritual and religious
existence. On Black Mesa there are 10,000 sites of spe-
cial significance for the cultural heritage of the Dineh peo-
ple.

On 16 July 1979, 94 million gallons of water contami-
nated with uranium mining waste broke through a United
Nuclear Corporation storage dam.  It poured into the Puerto
River in New Mexico and the Little Colorado River where
Dineh families from HPL had been evicted to contami-
nated radioactive areas along the Little Colorado River’s
so-called New Lands.

The resolution passed by the European Parliament re-
calls, inter alia, the provision on the rights of indigenous

peoples in the Vienna Declaration adopted by the World
Conference on Human Rights, stressing the need to pro-
tect the economic, social and cultural well-being of indig-
enous peoples including their distinct identities and cul-
tures. It further recalls the United Nations Declaration of
Human Rights, as well as the principles of Agenda 21 and
the Convention on Biological Diversity.

In its resolution, the Parliament
“Concerned about the health of the Dineh families liv-

ing in the vicinity of existing mining facilities on Black
Mesa and those who relocated to the New Lands,

Calls on the US Government’s law enforcement offic-
ers to halt all harassment of Dineh families resisting relo-
cation;

Calls on the US Government to respect the land rights
of the Dineh people as well as the provisions for indig-
enous peoples of the Vienna Declaration;

Calls on the US Government not to proceed with the
Accommodation Agreement until the US Congress man-
dates formal congressional hearings to re-assess the im-
pact of mining in the region;

Calls on the US authorities to organise integration
programmes for the Dineh people who have been relo-
cated;

Calls on its delegation for relations with the United
States to discuss, at its next meeting, the Dineh (Navajo)
and Hopi people’s human rights, development, cultural
and religious rights and their treatment by the United
States;

Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the
Council, the Commission, the US Government, the US
Congress, the Navajo and Hopi Tribal Councils and the
Governor of the State of Arizona.”

tion and, where laws do exist, a lack of implementa-
tion at the local level. Officials in the judiciary often
lack environmental law training.

– Environmental crime is first treated as an administra-
tive infringement. In practice, it is decided on a case-
by-case basis whether the crime must be prosecuted
as a criminal case.

– Cooperation between law professionals and technical
experts is crucial for the development of environmen-
tal laws, projects and programmes.

– There are elements of environmental protection in ur-
ban law.

– There is a need for ecology courses at all levels of
education. As far as legal training is concerned, there
is a need for specialized courses on environmental law.
Special consideration needs to be given to environ-
mental law in other fields of the law.

– Legal advice in environmental matters is based on le-
gal and technical knowledge. For this reason, the legal
adviser must have both legal and environmental train-
ing.

The Second Symposium is scheduled to be held from
24–26 October 2001 in Madrid.1 The main theme will be
the conservation of biological diversity, cases and juris-
prudence. The Second Symposium will be organized in a
similar way to the First Symposium. No more than 100
participants will take part.

Note:
1 Any person interested in obtaining further information can contact the Lec-
ture Hall of the Environmental Law or the Iberoamerican Program of Environmen-
tal Law: Dra. Sylvia Jaquenod de Zsögön, Serrano No. 11, 4th floor, 28008 Madrid,
Spain. Tel: 00 34 91 435 7810 Ext. 814/816; e-mail: Zsogon@iies.es,
Zsogon@terra.es.


