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UN/GA

Millennium Declaration*
(Extracts)

The General Assembly
Adopts the following Declaration:

United Nations Millennium
Declaration

I. Values and principles
1. We, heads of State and Govern-

ment, have gathered at United Nations
Headquarters in New York from 6 to 8 Sep-
tember 2000, at the dawn of a new millen-
nium, to reaffirm our faith in the Organiza-
tion and its Charter as indispensable foun-
dations of a more peaceful, prosperous and
just world.

2. We recognize that, in addition to
our separate responsibilities to our indi-
vidual societies, we have a collective re-
sponsibility to uphold the principles of hu-
man dignity, equality and equity at the glo-
bal level. As leaders we have a duty there-
fore to all the world’s people, especially the
most vulnerable and, in particular, the chil-
dren of the world, to whom the future be-
longs.

3. We reaffirm our commitment to the
purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations, which have proved
timeless and universal. Indeed, their rel-
evance and capacity to inspire have in-
creased, as nations and peoples have be-
come increasingly interconnected and in-
terdependent.

4. We are determined to establish a
just and lasting peace all over the world in
accordance with the purposes and princi-
ples of the Charter. We rededicate our-
selves to support all efforts to uphold the
sovereign equality of all States, respect for
their territorial integrity and political inde-
pendence, resolution of disputes by peace-
ful means and in conformity with the prin-
ciples of justice and international law, the
right to self-determination of peoples which
remain under colonial domination and for-
eign occupation, non-interference in the
internal affairs of States, respect for hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms, re-
spect for the equal rights of all without dis-
tinction as to race, sex, language or reli-
gion and international cooperation in solv-
ing international problems of an economic,
social, cultural or humanitarian character.

5. We believe that the central chal-
lenge we face today is to ensure that glo-
balization becomes a positive force for all
the world’s people. For while globalization
offers great opportunities, at present its
benefits are very unevenly shared, while
its costs are unevenly distributed. We rec-

ognize that developing countries and coun-
tries with economies in transition face spe-
cial difficulties in responding to this cen-
tral challenge. Thus, only through broad
and sustained efforts to create a shared
future, based upon our common humanity
in all its diversity, can globalization be made
fully inclusive and equitable. These efforts
must include policies and measures, at the
global level, which correspond to the needs
of developing countries and economies in
transition and are formulated and imple-
mented with their effective participation.

6. We consider certain fundamental
values to be essential to international re-
lations in the twenty-first century. These
include:
• Freedom. Men and women have the
right to live their lives and raise their chil-
dren in dignity, free from hunger and from
the fear of violence, oppression or injus-
tice. Democratic and participatory govern-
ance based on the will of the people best
assures these rights.
• Equality. No individual and no nation
must be denied the opportunity to benefit
from development. The equal rights and op-
portunities of women and men must be
assured.
• Solidarity. Global challenges must be
managed in a way that distributes the costs
and burdens fairly in accordance with ba-
sic principles of equity and social justice.
Those who suffer or who benefit least de-
serve help from those who benefit most.
• Tolerance. Human beings must re-
spect one other, in all their diversity of be-
lief, culture and language. Differences
within and between societies should be
neither feared nor repressed, but cherished
as a precious asset of humanity. A culture
of peace and dialogue among all civiliza-
tions should be actively promoted.
• Respect for nature. Prudence must
be shown in the management of all living
species and natural resources, in accord-
ance with the precepts of sustainable de-
velopment. Only in this way can the im-
measurable riches provided to us by na-
ture be preserved and passed on to our
descendants. The current unsustainable
patterns of production and consumption
must be changed in the interest of our fu-
ture welfare and that of our descendants.
• Shared responsibility. Responsibility
for managing worldwide economic and
social development, as well as threats to
international peace and security, must be
shared among the nations of the world and
should be exercised multilaterally. As the
most universal and most representative
organization in the world, the United Na-
tions must play the central role.

7. In order to translate these shared
values into actions, we have identified key
objectives to which we assign special sig-
nificance.

II. Peace, security and disarma-
ment

...

III. Development and poverty
eradication

11. We will spare no effort to free our
fellow men, women and children from the
abject and dehumanizing conditions of
extreme poverty, to which more than a bil-
lion of them are currently subjected. We
are committed to making the right to de-
velopment a reality for everyone and to
freeing the entire human race from want.

12. We resolve therefore to create an
environment – at the national and global
levels alike – which is conducive to devel-
opment and to the elimination of poverty.

13. Success in meeting these objec-
tives depends, inter alia, on good govern-
ance within each country. It also depends
on good governance at the international
level and on transparency in the financial,
monetary and trading systems. We are
committed to an open, equitable, rule-
based, predictable and non-discriminatory
multilateral trading and financial system.

14. We are concerned about the ob-
stacles developing countries face in mobi-
lizing the resources needed to finance their
sustained development. We will therefore
make every effort to ensure the success
of the High-level International and Intergov-
ernmental Event on Financing for Devel-
opment, to be held in 2001.

15. We also undertake to address the
special needs of the least developed coun-
tries. In this context, we welcome the Third
United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries to be held in May
2001 and will endeavour to ensure its suc-
cess. We call on the industrialized coun-
tries:
• To adopt, preferably by the time of that
Conference, a policy of duty- and quota-
free access for essentially all exports from
the least developed countries;
• To implement the enhanced pro-
gramme of debt relief for the heavily in-
debted poor countries without further de-
lay and to agree to cancel all official bilat-
eral debts of those countries in return for
their making demonstrable commitments
to poverty reduction; and
• To grant more generous development
assistance, especially to countries that are
genuinely making an effort to apply their
resources to poverty reduction.

16. We are also determined to deal
comprehensively and effectively with the
debt problems of low- and middle-income
developing countries, through various na-
tional and international measures designed
to make their debt sustainable in the long
term.

17. We also resolve to address the
special needs of small island developing

* Resolution referred by the General Assem-
bly at its fifty-fourth session. A/55/2. Adoption by
fifty-fifth session. Item 61(b) of the provisional
agenda. See also page 212.
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States, by implementing the Barbados Pro-
gramme of Action and the outcome of the
twenty-second special session of the Gen-
eral Assembly rapidly and in full. We urge
the international community to ensure that,
in the development of a vulnerability index,
the special needs of small island develop-
ing States are taken into account.

18. We recognize the special needs
and problems of the landlocked develop-
ing countries, and urge both bilateral and
multilateral donors to increase financial and
technical assistance to this group of coun-
tries to meet their special development
needs and to help them overcome the im-
pediments of geography by improving their
transit transport systems.

19. We resolve further:
• To halve, by the year 2015, the pro-
portion of the world’s people whose income
is less than one dollar a day and the pro-
portion of people who suffer from hunger
and, by the same date, to halve the pro-
portion of people who are unable to reach
or to afford safe drinking water.
• To ensure that, by the same date, chil-
dren everywhere, boys and girls alike, will
be able to complete a full course of pri-
mary schooling and that girls and boys will
have equal access to all levels of educa-
tion.
• By the same date, to have reduced
maternal mortality by three quarters, and
under-five child mortality by two thirds, of
their current rates.
• To have, by then, halted, and begun
to reverse, the spread of HIV/AIDS, the
scourge of malaria and other major dis-
eases that afflict humanity.
• To provide special assistance to chil-
dren orphaned by HIV/AIDS.
• By 2020, to have achieved a signifi-
cant improvement in the lives of at least
100 million slum dwellers as proposed in
the “Cities Without Slums” initiative.

20. We also resolve:
• To promote gender equality and the
empowerment of women as effective ways
to combat poverty, hunger and disease and
to stimulate development that is truly sus-
tainable.
• To develop and implement strategies
that give young people everywhere a real
chance to find decent and productive work.
• To encourage the pharmaceutical in-
dustry to make essential drugs more widely
available and affordable by all who need
them in developing countries.
• To develop strong partnerships with
the private sector and with civil society or-
ganizations in pursuit of development and
poverty eradication.
• To ensure that the benefits of new
technologies, especially information and
communication technologies, in conform-
ity with recommendations contained in the
ECOSOC 2000 Ministerial Declaration, are
available to all.

IV. Protecting our common envi-
ronment

21. We must spare no effort to free all
of humanity, and above all our children and
grandchildren, from the threat of living on
a planet irredeemably spoilt by human ac-
tivities, and whose resources would no
longer be sufficient for their needs.

22. We reaffirm our support for the
principles of sustainable development, in-
cluding those set out in Agenda 21, agreed
upon at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development.

23. We resolve therefore to adopt in
all our environmental actions a new ethic
of conservation and stewardship and, as
first steps, we resolve:
• To make every effort to ensure the
entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol, pref-
erably by the tenth anniversary of the
United Nations Conference on Environ-

ment and Development in 2002, and to
embark on the required reduction in emis-
sions of greenhouse gases.
• To intensify our collective efforts for
the management, conservation and sus-
tainable development of all types of forests.
• To press for the full implementation of
the Convention on Biological Diversity and
the Convention to Combat Desertification
in those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly
in Africa.
• To stop the unsustainable exploitation
of water resources by developing water
management strategies at the regional,
national and local levels, which promote
both equitable access and adequate sup-
plies.
• To intensify cooperation to reduce the
number and effects of natural and man-
made disasters.
• To ensure free access to information
on the human genome sequence.

V. Human rights, democracy and
good governance

...

VI. Protecting the vulnerable
...

VII. Meeting the special needs of
Africa

27. We will support the consolidation
of democracy in Africa and assist Africans
in their struggle for lasting peace, poverty
eradication and sustainable development,
thereby bringing Africa into the mainstream
of the world economy.

28. We resolve therefore:
• To give full support to the political and
institutional structures of emerging democ-
racies in Africa.
• To encourage and sustain regional
and subregional mechanisms for prevent-

Courtesy:  “United Nations Photo by Terry Deglau” (UN Photo 204184C)
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The Right to Water*

Right to the Protection of
Environment*

* Adopted on 22 September 2000. See also page
258.
1   Art. 36: Protection de l’environnement. Un
niveau élevé de protection de l’environnement et
l’amélioration de sa qualité doivent être intégrées
dans les politiques de l’Union, et assurées
conformément au principe du développement
durable.
Art. 36 : Environmental protection. A high level of
environmental protection and the improvement of
the quality of the environment shall be  integrated
into the policies of the Union and ensured in ac-
cordance with the principle of sustainable devel-
opment.

The European Council on Environmen-
tal Law

Having considered the draft of the
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the Eu-
ropean Union (September 2000);

Noting that Article 36 of the draft deal-
ing with “Environmental protection”1  does
not impose any direct obligation on the
member States of the Union which must

ensure its implementation but deals only
with programmatic requirements concern-
ing the environmental policy of the Euro-
pean Union;

Considering that other articles of the
draft Charter guarantee rights which States
must recognise in relation to every person
within the territory of the European Union
and that this is particularly the case in re-
lation to other economic and social rights
such as the right to health, the right to so-
cial assistance and housing assistance;

Recalling Resolution 45/94(1990) of
the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions according to which “all individuals are
entitled to live in an environment adequate
for their health and well-being”;

Recalling that all States of the Union
have recognised in many international fora
the right to a clean environment or to the
protection of a clean environment and that
they have introduced this right explicitly or
implicitly in their legal system;

Recalling that all States of the Union
as well as the European Community itself

have signed the Aarhus Convention (1998)
which recognises “the right of every per-
son to live in an environment adequate to
his or her health and well-being”;

CONCLUDES that the present formu-
lation of Article 36 on the protection of the
environment which places no obligation
upon States and which does not recognise
any individual right, is an unjustifiable step
backwards from the commitments under-
taken by States of the Union at national
and international levels and does not re-
flect the evolution of law during the last
decade;

PROPOSES to the Presidium of the
Convention that the text of Article 36 of the
Charter be drafted in terms that ensure that
the Union recognises and respects the right
of every person to protection of the envi-
ronment in order to secure the right of each
person to live in an environment adequate
for maintenance of their physical and men-
tal health, the enhancement of their dig-
nity and their personal achievement.

CEDE

The European Council on Environmen-
tal Law,

Conscious of the grave problems
posed by access to drinking water, an es-
sential element for the survival of man;

Considering that access to water is
part of a sustainable development policy
and cannot be regulated by market forces
alone;

Considering that while water is an
economic good, it is above all a social
good;

Convinced that water resources con-
stitute a common heritage and must be
used in an equitable manner and managed
in cooperation with the users in a spirit of
solidarity;

Taking account of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Rights (1966) according to which
“[T]he States recognize (…) the right of
everyone to an adequate standard of liv-
ing for himself and his family, including
adequate food, clothing and housing” (art.
11.1) and “the right of everyone to the en-
joyment of the highest attainable standard
of physical and mental health” (art. 12);

Considering that the right to water
cannot be dissociated from the right to food
and the right to housing which are recog-

nized human rights and that the right to
water is also closely linked to the right to
health;

Taking account of the Protocol on Wa-
ter and Health (1999) adopted in London
in the framework of the Economic Com-
mission of the United Nations for Europe,
which refers to the principle of “equitable
access to water” which should be provided
for “all members of the population” (art. 5);

Mindful of the principles of the Ma-
deira Declaration on the Sustainable Man-
agement of Water Resources, adopted by
the ECEL, on 17 April 1999;

Observing that the greater part of the
population of European countries already
enjoys access to water at an affordable
price;

Recognizing that access to water for
all should be an important element in poli-
cies to combat poverty;

PROPOSES that Governments and
competent international organizations ex-
plicitly recognize – in the national, com-
munity and international frameworks – the
right of each person to water according to
the following principles:
1. Each person has the right to water in
sufficient quantity and quality for his life and
health;

2. Public authorities must adopt the nec-
essary measures to facilitate access to
water for all and exert control over the ac-
tions of the diverse bodies, public or pri-
vate, operating in water service manage-
ment;
3. In each corporate body responsible
for the water service the costs of the serv-
ice must be apportioned in such a way that
each person can enjoy the right to water;
4. In the exercise of their activities, eco-
nomic actors and individuals must respect
the right to water;

RECOMMENDS that public authorities
ensure that drinking water is appropriately
priced by the bodies responsible for the
service thereof so that this good can con-
tinue to be affordable to each person.

RECOMMENDS that a significant part
of development aid be used for the supply
of drinking water and waste water treat-
ment in poorly equipped countries.

Rapporteur: Henri Smets

* Resolution adopted on 28 April 2000. See
also page 248.

ing conflict and promoting political stabil-
ity, and to ensure a reliable flow of re-
sources for peacekeeping operations on
the continent.
• To take special measures to address
the challenges of poverty eradication and

sustainable development in Africa, includ-
ing debt cancellation, improved market
access, enhanced Official Development
Assistance and increased flows of Foreign
Direct Investment, as well as transfers of
technology.

• To help Africa build up its capacity to
tackle the spread of the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic and other infectious diseases.

VIII. Strengthening the United Nations
...


