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(d) To mandate the UNEP to invoice
member States of the Conference for their
contributions to the Trust Fund in further-
ance of this goal, on the basis of the good
will enshrined in the decisions taken on the
Trust Fund, as well as the pledges which

have been made by member States at this
session;
(e) To request further the secretariat to
submit a report on the use of the earned
interest of the Trust Fund to the ninth ses-
sion of the Conference;

(f) To mandate the UNEP accordingly to
utilize the interest earned in the Trust Fund
as at 31 March 2000 for the implementa-
tion of the activities in the budgeted bien-
nial programme prepared by the Inter-
Agency Technical Committee.

Africa-Europe Summit*
– Declaration of Cairo –

OAU/EU

* Cairo, 3-4 April 2000. See also page 177.

I. INTRODUCTION

We, the Heads of State and Govern-
ment of African States and of the Euro-
pean Union as well as the President of the
European Commission, have met in the
First Africa – Europe Summit under the
Aegis of the OAU and EU, in Cairo, Arab
Republic of Egypt, at the kind invitation of
His Excellency Mohammed Hosni
Mubarak, President of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, under the Co-Presidency of the
President of Algeria, His Excellency
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, in his capacity as
Chairman of the OAU, and the Prime Min-
ister of Portugal, His Excellency António
Guterres, in his capacity as President of
the European Council.

The Secretary General of the OAU, and
the Secretary General of the Council of the
European Union/High Representative for
the Common Foreign and Security Policy
also participated in the Summit. A repre-
sentative of the Secretary General of the
United Nations attended the Summit.

We solemnly declare that:
1. Over the centuries, ties have existed

between Africa and Europe, which have led
to many areas of co-operation, covering
political, economic, social, as well as cul-
tural and linguistic domains. These have
developed on the basis of shared values
of strengthening representative and par-
ticipatory democracy, respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms, the rule
of law, good governance, pluralism, inter-
national peace and security, political sta-
bility and confidence among nations. In the
light of the current rapid globalisation trend,
We are determined to strengthen this co-
operation in our mutual interest and make
it more beneficial to the two regions.

In order to give a new strategic dimen-
sion to the global partnership between Af-
rica and Europe for the Twenty First Cen-
tury, in a spirit of equality, respect, alliance
and co-operation between our regions, We
are committed to the basic objective of
strengthening the already existing links of
political, economic and cultural under-
standing through the creation of an envi-
ronment and an effective framework for
promoting a constructive dialogue on eco-
nomic, political, social and development
issues.

II. REGIONAL ECONOMIC CO-
OPERATION AND INTEGRATION

2. We stress the importance of regional
economic co-operation and integration as
an efficient strategy for the orderly and co-
ordinated development of the African con-

tinent. We recognise the important interre-
lation between political stability, peace and
security on one hand and regional integra-
tion on the other. We commend the lead-
ers of the African continent for adopting a
number of declarations, plans and pro-
grammes, as well as treaties which consti-
tute an appropriate framework for the col-
lective promotion of the development of
their countries, which include the Lagos
Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos
of 1980, and the Treaty Establishing the
African Economic Community of 1991 (the
Abuja Treaty), which came into force in May
1994, and the Sirte Declaration adopted
at the OAU Extraordinary Summit, Libya
in September 1999, on the African Union.

3. We note the progress made in re-
gional integration in Europe and in Africa
and recognise that regional integration can
be an important step towards beneficial par-
ticipation in the world economy. We welcome
the decision taken at the OAU Extraordi-
nary Summit on the African Union in Sirte,
Libya in September 1999 to realise the Afri-
can commitment to regional integration and
to consolidate and strengthen the regional
economic communities as the building
blocks for achieving the objectives of the
African Economic Community.

4. We note the efforts to establish an
Euro-Mediterranean Free Trade Area and,
in the framework of the just concluded
ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, to create
integrated economic areas between the EU
and Africa, consistent with the objective of
enhancing the economic integration of Af-
rica. In addition, the priorities for action
adopted by the Summit will be promoted
through the current ministerial discussions
between the European Union and the Afri-
can countries in the framework of the new
ACP-EU Partnership Agreement and the
Barcelona Process. These discussions will
maintain their present format and regular-
ity.

5. We stress the need to promote close
co-operation between the EU and African
regional integration institutions, notably the
African Economic Community (AEC), in the
context of facilitating the sharing of experi-
ences and institutional strengthening of the
AEC and the regional economic commu-
nities (RECs). In that regard, it is worth
recalling the OAU document: Relaunching
Africa’s Economic and Social Develop-
ment: The Cairo Agenda for Action of 1995.

III. INTEGRATING AFRICA INTO
THE WORLD ECONOMY

Trade
6. We welcome the progress made in

recent years towards more outward-ori-

ented economies by a large number of Af-
rican countries and we pledge our support
to these policies, in such a way as to en-
courage competitive advantages, eco-
nomic growth, sustainable development
and social stability in Africa.

7. We recall that Africa and the EU have
traditionally been important trade partners
and We affirm our commitment to
strengthen this partnership by removing
progressively barriers to trade between
both sides, including non-tariff barriers, and
enhancing co-operation in all trade related
areas, building on regional integration ini-
tiatives existing within Africa and in line with
the goals and objectives of the Abuja Treaty
with a view to ensuring the further devel-
opment of Africa´s economic and indus-
trial potential. With respect to African Least
Developed Countries, We recognise the
need for enhanced market access for es-
sentially all their products on a duty-free
and quota-free basis.

8. We agree to address difficulties,
which may emanate from the application
of sanitary and phytosanitary measures,
anti-dumping and countervailing duties
against the products of African countries.

9. We confirm that the current trend to-
wards liberalisation and globalisation poses
serious challenges to African countries in
an era of a continuous decline in Africa’s
share of world trade. We agree on the need
to define policies that maximise the ben-
efits from further world trade liberalisation
for African countries and that reverse the
present trend of marginalisation that Afri-
can countries are experiencing in the world
economy.

10. We reaffirm our commitment to
trade liberalisation in the framework of a
rules-based multilateral trading system
from which all nations should benefit. We
recommend to all countries, which are not
yet members of the WTO, to consider such
membership. We are convinced that a new
round of multilateral trade negotiations
should take account of the particular con-
straints of developing countries, including
those in Africa, and allow for their smooth
and gradual integration into the world
economy. In this context, We agree to co-
operate so as to ensure that in the frame-
work of multilateral trade negotiations spe-
cial attention is paid to products, including
processed agricultural products, which are
of export interest to developing countries,
in particular Africa.

11. We underline the importance of
special and differential treatment for de-
veloping countries, particularly in Africa,
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within the WTO and the need for the effec-
tive implementation for such measures. In
this context, We support the call for spe-
cial consideration to be given to countries
facing sudden unforeseeable critical eco-
nomic situations.

12. We underline the need for African
countries for a comprehensive assistance
in the area of diversification, both vertical
and horizontal, which is instrumental to en-
hance their effective participation in the
new international trade system. We agree
to identify and take proactive measures to
enable Africa build its production and sup-
ply capacities and to support Africa’s ef-
forts to make its exports more competitive.

Private Sector Development
…

Investment
17. We are deeply concerned about the

decline of foreign investment flows to Af-
rica, especially those of private origin.

18. We acknowledge that African coun-
tries have continued to reform their econo-
mies and provided attractive investment
codes for promoting investment flows. We
encourage them to further their efforts to
that effect.

19. We reiterate the need for closer co-
operation to fight against capital flight from
Africa, especially to offshore financial cen-
tres.

20. We agree to encourage foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) in Africa and to pro-
mote Europe-Africa co-operation in this
field.

21. We recognise the importance of en-
hancing South-South co-operation through
triangular mechanisms, building capacity
in business management, exchange of
experience, as well as support for joint
ventures, mergers and acquisitions.

Resources for Development
22. We welcome the commitments to

sustain the ODA flows to Africa, and to pro-
vide debt relief with a view to releasing
additional resources for poverty reduction
strategies.

23. We reaffirm the role of macroeco-
nomic stability as a fundamental precon-
dition for mobilising both domestic and in-
ternational financial resources. Only sta-
ble, predictable and equitable macro-eco-
nomic policies, in conjunction with neces-
sary structural reforms, can create a cli-
mate conducive to economic growth. We
recognise the important achievements re-
alised on this front in many countries in
recent years as decreasing inflation rates
and the better trends of growth presently
show.

24. We encourage all partners of de-
velopment co-operation, donors as well as
beneficiaries, to organise their develop-
ment assistance more effectively, to work
for enhanced co-ordination and comple-
mentarity, inter alia, by harmonising and
simplifying procedures.

25. We recognise that concessionary
resources (of the ODA type) are required
in order to address as a priority, the struc-
tural rigidities that constrain Africa’s devel-
opment effort, especially the development
of human resources capacities and pov-
erty alleviation as well as in the expansion
of physical infrastructure and production
capacities.

26. In this context, We recognise that
financial resources commensurate with the

needs for Africa’s development are required
and that sustained efforts should continue
to be made to create the necessary condi-
tions for increasing Foreign Direct Invest-
ment and mobilising external and internal
resources, in particular of private origin.
Consequently and on that basis, We agree
that efforts should be intensified with a view
to meeting the internationally agreed tar-
gets for development oriented resource
transfers.

Infrastructural Problems and
Industrial Base

…

Research and Technology
29. We recognise that knowledge, re-

search and technology underpin all devel-
opment efforts. Integration into the world
economy, the fight against poverty and the
protection of the environment require im-
proved access to and use of knowledge
and technologies.

30. We acknowledge that for Africa to
meet the challenges of globalisation and
attain sustainable development, the
strengthening of its technological capacity
especially in such areas as information
technology, education, and technology in-
formation centres is critical.

31. We will promote, in the context of
globalisation and the progress of the infor-
mation society, new forms of dialogue and
scientific and technological co-operation,
as well as trade in services as important
factors for closer economic ties between
both regions. In this regard, special atten-
tion shall be given to building and strength-
ening the institutional infrastructure to en-
hance technological transfers and devel-
opment in Africa.

External Debt
...

Co-operation in International Fora
41. We are determined to work together

for the improvement of international under-
standing and co-operation for development
and human progress. We reaffirm our com-
mitment to co-operate closely in identify-
ing and furthering comon interests in in-
ternational organisations, major global con-
ferences and fora. We reaffirm the impor-
tance of working towards the attainment
of the goals and objectives adopted in
major international conferences organised
under the United Nations’ auspices.

IV. HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRATIC
PRINCIPLES AND INSTITUTIONS,
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND THE
RULE OF LAW

Human Rights
…

Democratic Principles and
Institutions

50. We reaffirm our commitment to
continue to consolidate democracy in our
countries. We recognise the right of sover-
eign states to establish their own constitu-
tional arrangements and to institute their
own administrative structures according to
their history, culture, tradition and social
and ethnic composition.

51. We recognise the need to consoli-
date democratic principles, based on the
rights of all citizens, men and women, to
freely choose their political leaders through

free and fair periodic elections, as well as
the need for the existence of an appropri-
ate constitutional, legislative and regula-
tory system.

52. We condemn all anti-democratic
forms of accession to power, and reaffirm
the supreme and inalienable right of our peo-
ple to fully participate in the process of gov-
ernment, through their democratically
elected representatives. We welcome the
decision adopted by the OAU at the OAU
Summit in Algiers in July 1999 on unconsti-
tutional changes of government in Africa.

53. We reaffirm our attachment to the
principles of good governance and rule of
law. In our endeavour to promote good gov-
ernance and rule of law, We express our
determination, inter alia, to prevent and
combat all forms of corruption in our coun-
tries.

Civil Society
54. We recognise the need to provide

for greater inclusion of civil society in all
areas of our Partnership. In this context We
emphasise the need for greater participa-
tion of the citizen in decision-making con-
cerning the management and allocation of
resources, whilst respecting the diverse
and complementary roles of the State,
decentralised local authorities and the
other society actors concerned.

Migration
55. We acknowledge that a compre-

hensive and integrated approach is needed
to tackle the issue of migration and the
separate but related issue of asylum, and
will co-operate in this field. The loss of
skilled migrants from Africa constitutes a
continental brain-drain problem. We under-
line the need for co-operation to address
the root causes of migration both in coun-
tries of origin and transit and in recipient
countries.

56. We support the principle of Free
Movement of Persons in the spirit of the
Abuja Treaty, which encourages OAU Mem-
ber States to adopt employment policies
that allow the free movement of persons
within the African Economic Community
through the establishment and strengthen-
ing of labour exchanges that ensure opti-
mal redistribution of skilled manpower.

Xenophobia
...

Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons (IDP)

59. We note with concern the increas-
ingly large numbers of refugees and IDPs
in Africa and the problems that have been
encountered by host countries, as a result
of the influx of 6 million refugees and about
20 million internally displaced persons on
the continent. We reaffirm our will to con-
tinue to provide substantial assistance to
those refugees and internally displaced
persons, and to support their repatriation
and reintegration, in conformity with inter-
national humanitarian law and, more spe-
cifically, using relevant OAU Conventions
as an important guide in addressing the
specific aspects of refugee problems in
Africa.

60. We emphasise the role of the
UNHCR and human rights organisations,
and the right of asylum seekers to protec-
tion.

61. We condemn the systematic tactic
by parties to armed conflicts of displacing
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the civilian population. We affirm the prin-
ciple that in order to enhance their own
security as well as that of humanitarian
personnel, efforts should be made to lo-
cate refugees at a reasonable distance
from international borders in camps of lim-
ited size. We support all efforts by UNHCR
and other relevant actors to safeguard the
civilian and humanitarian character of such
refugee camps.

V. PEACE-BUILDING, CONFLICT
PREVENTION, MANAGEMENT
AND RESOLUTION

62. We reaffirm our commitment to the
principles contained in the Charter of the
UN, Article 2, notably the principles of sov-
ereign equality, territorial integrity, politi-
cal independence and non-intervention in
internal affairs. We acknowledge that the
parties concerned bear the primary re-
sponsibility for preventing, managing and
resolving internal armed conflicts. We also
reaffirm that the UN Security Council has
the primary responsibility for the mainte-
nance of international peace and secu-
rity.

63. We reaffirm our commitment to
settle disputes by peaceful means, and
to renounce recourse to the threat or use
of force in any manner inconsistent with
the UN Charter, or against the national
territory of another State, including the ac-
quisition of territory by force. We stress
the importance of facilitating the return to
non-violent, stable and self-sustaining
situations. We believe that effective poli-
cies of peace-building and conflict preven-
tion necessitate the establishment of an
international culture of prevention.

64. We recognise that peace, secu-
rity, stability and justice are essential pre-
requisites for socio-economic develop-
ment. We commend and fully support the
efforts being deployed by the OAU, includ-
ing those aimed at strengthening its
Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Man-
agement and Resolution, to promote and
sustain peace, security and stability in
Africa.

65. We underline that further efforts
are needed to prevent violent conflict at
the earliest stages by addressing their
root-causes in a targeted manner and with
an adequate combination of all available
instruments. We further recognise the
need to strengthen the international ca-
pacity for early response and the ability
of regional and international organisations
to take immediate action to prevent fur-
ther conflicts when noting signs of rising
tensions.

66. We welcome the Algiers Summit
Decision proclaiming the year 2000 as
year of peace and security. We also wel-
come the Sirte Summit decision to con-
vene an African Ministerial Conference on
Security, Stability, Development and Co-
operation on the Continent, to be held in
Abuja, Nigeria, in May 2000.

67. We are committed to fully imple-
menting international humanitarian law
and call upon all parties to armed conflict
to respect and ensure respect of interna-
tional humanitarian law. This includes pro-
tection of civilian populations affected by
armed conflicts, as enshrined in interna-
tional agreements. We are also commit-
ted to ensuring the security of relief work-
ers, to facilitate access to populations in

need and to eliminate any hurdles for hu-
manitarian agencies.

Post-conflict Assistance and
Disarmament, Demobilisation and
Reintegration

...

Terrorism
…

Small Arms and Light Weapons
...

Landmines
76. We express our deep concern over

the problem of landmines and renew our
commitment to resolving it.

77. The parties to the Ottawa Conven-
tion on the Prohibition of Use, Stockpiling,
Transport and Production of Anti-Person-
nel Landmines and on their Destruction
welcome the convening of the first Conti-
nental Conference of African Experts on
Landmines in South Africa in May 1997.
They also welcome the Maputo Declara-
tion that concluded the first meeting of the
States Parties held in Mozambique in May
1999.

78. We will pursue our efforts within
the framework of the CCW (Certain Con-
ventional Weapons) and the protocols an-
nexed thereto as well as the Ottawa Con-
vention, and will continue to do so within
all other relevant international, regional and
sub-regional fora.

79. In this regard, We stress the need
for intensifying efforts in the fields of mines
clearance, assistance thereto, as well as
with respect to mine victims and mine
awareness.

80. We will continue to co-operate to-
wards a comprehensive resolution of the
landmine problem in Africa, in particular
by addressing the issue of the removal of
existing landmines. We call on those states
in a position to do so, in particular States
involved in the deployment of mines, to
provide the necessary technical and finan-
cial assistance for landmine clearance op-
erations and rehabilitation of victims.

The 2000 Review Conference of
the NPT

...

Conflicts in Africa
85. We note with great concern the per-

sistence of numerous conflicts in Africa,
which continue to cause in a great number
of them loss of human life as well as de-
struction of infrastructure and property.
These conflicts threaten peace, stability,
regional and international security and
hinder the aspirations of African peoples
to peace, prosperity and development, in
particular in Angola, Burundi, Comoros,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia/
Eritrea, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan and
Western Sahara.

86. In this regard, We reaffirm our de-
termination to support the rapid and equi-
table implementation of the peace plans
and settlement plans adopted by the UN
and/or the OAU, as well as the efforts of
the UN and the OAU, with a view to finding
peaceful and durable solutions to all con-
flicts, in accordance with principles of in-
ternational law, UN Charter and, where
appropriate, relevant UN Security Council
Resolutions, and OAU Charter.

VI. DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

Challenges to Sustainable Devel-
opment in Africa and Poverty
Eradication

87. We deplore the intolerable fact that
more than half of all Africans are living in
absolute poverty and agree to intensify the
fight against poverty. The primary respon-
sibility for alleviating poverty lies at home
with each country, but this does not dimin-
ish the importance of the international di-
mension in the war against poverty.

88. We confirm that accelerated eco-
nomic growth and sustainable development
are basic prerequisites for poverty eradi-
cation in Africa within its quest for the at-
tainment of sustainable human develop-
ment as an ultimate goal of the continent’s
development aspirations. We note that pov-
erty eradication, as an objective is a multi-
sectoral issue, which encompasses social
development through improvements in
such priority sectors as education, health,
food security, water and rural development.
We also support the efficient allocation of
resources that provide adequately for the
social sectors, including in national budg-
ets.

89. We note that conservative esti-
mates require that African economies
achieve growth rates of at least 7 percent
to significantly reduce poverty. We confirm
that in Africa’s present economic circum-
stances, this is an enormous challenge
relative to the mutually accepted interna-
tional goal of reducing the proportion of the
population living in extreme poverty by at
least one-half by the year 2015. We ob-
serve that while poverty remains wide-
spread in Africa, there is the need of im-
proving income distribution through pov-
erty-alleviation strategies and policies such
as improving the magnitude and quality of
social services expenditure, revitalisation
of rural economies, and the development
and financing of micro, small and medium
enterprises.

90. We note that notwithstanding the
above, social safety nets should be pro-
vided to protect the extremely poor seg-
ments of the population.

Investment in Human Resources –
Education

…

Investment in Human Resources –
Health

...

Food Security
97. We recognise that economic per-

formance and poverty eradication are
strongly linked to food security in Africa,
which includes issues such as agricultural
development, fisheries, livestock, and for-
estry development. To address this prob-
lem, We believe it is necessary to improve
access to and availability of food, as well
as ensure adequate nutritional quality. We
express deep concern that in spite of the
fact that Africa is predominantly an agrar-
ian and pastoral continent, food availabil-
ity at household level is insufficient to en-
sure food security.

98. We recognise the role women play
in many African countries in food produc-
tion and food security.

99. We agree on the need to take con-
crete steps to ensure that agricultural pro-
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motion is not excessively centred on tradi-
tional export commodities, and that food
crops, especially those produced and con-
sumed by poor people, should be given
particular attention. We agree on the need
to support overall food security and nutri-
tion strategies adopted by Africa and to
enhance co-operation in these areas.

100. We recognise that the use of en-
vironmentally sound food production tech-
nologies and sustainable management of
natural resources contribute to permanent
improvement of food security. We will sup-
port investment in research in the areas of
high yield crops as well as durable modes
of preservation and storage.

Environment
101. We recognise that environmental

factors have become increasingly impor-
tant to Africa’s development. The rate of
degradation of the natural resource base
poses a grave problem in various regions
for current and longer-term development.

102. We recognise that the primary re-
sponsibility for identifying and responding
to environmental issues lies with the coun-
tries concerned themselves. We affirm our
commitment to co-operate in combating
environmental problems. We, therefore,
place emphasis on a strategic and partici-
patory approach for the elaboration and
implementation of national strategies for
sustainable development and, through this
process, integration of environmental is-
sues into national development pro-
grammes.

103. Particular emphasis must be given
to the implementation of the UN Conven-
tion to Combat Desertification and to the
sustainable use of scarce water and soil,
the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change, the Convention on Biological Di-
versity, Agenda 21, the Kyoto Protocol and
the African Common Position on Environ-
ment and Development. We also recognise
the need to improve international co-op-
eration, co-ordination and coherence to
promote integration of environmental is-
sues into other relevant policy sectors.
Furthermore, there is a need to ensure both
nationally and internationally that trade and
environmental policies play a mutually sup-
portive role in favour of sustainable devel-
opment.

104. Although predominantly rural in
nature, Africa is currently the fastest ur-
banising continent, and the consequences
of this shift, and its impact on the environ-
ment, need to be recognised in rural and
urban development strategies. Other is-
sues, which require attention, include sus-
tainable forestry, transboundary environ-
mental problems and soil and water deg-
radation.

105. We note with deep concern the
problem of soil erosion and water degra-
dation. We commit to put in place capacity
building measures for the effective means
of monitoring these environmental prob-
lems in Africa.

106. We recognise that natural disas-
ters have severe impact on many African
countries, which adversely affects the

prospect of economic growth and sustain-
able development. We will therefore con-
tinue to co-operate actively with compe-
tent international organisations, building
on the experience gained under the Inter-
national Decade for Natural Disaster Re-
duction.

107. We affirm our commitment to co-
operate with the African States in combat-
ing environmental problems through the
provision of financial and technical assist-
ance and in the support of national co-
ordinating strategy to integrate environ-
mental issues into national development
programmes. According to relevant inter-
national conventions, We also agree on the
prohibition of the export of hazardous
waste to Africa.

Drug Abuse and Trafficking
...

Cultural Issues
110. We pledge to accord importance

to cultural cooperation between Africa and
Europe as an integral aspect of develop-
ment.

With regard to cultural goods stolen
or exported illicitly, We have taken note of
the concerns of African States and re-
quest senior officials of the bi-regional
group to examine the legal and practical
consequences of further action in this area
and prepare a report for assessment at
ministerial level in the framework of the
follow-up mechanism, within reasonable
time.

– Cairo Plan of Action –

I. PREAMBLE

We, the Heads of State and Govern-
ment of African States and of the Euro-
pean Union, as well as the President of
the European Commission, meeting in
Cairo, Egypt on 3 – 4 April 2000 at the kind
invitation of His Excellency Mohammed
Hosni Mubarak, President of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt, under the Co-Presidency
of the President of Algeria, his Excellency
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, in his capacity as
Chairman of the OAU, and the Prime Min-
ister of Portugal, his Excellency António
Guterres, in his capacity as President of
the European Council, committed to work
towards a new strategic dimension to the
global partnership between Africa and
Europe have agreed on the following Plan
of Action, emphasising the guiding priori-
ties for action to be considered before the
second Summit. We are convinced that
these actions will contribute to the achieve-
ment of the principles and commitments
contained in the Cairo Declaration.

II. ECONOMIC ISSUES

Regional Economic Co-operation
and Integration

We agree to:
1. Strengthen the support for the proc-

ess of regional co-operation and integra-
tion in Africa. In this context, We will cre-
ate the necessary environment and de-
velop an effective framework for promot-
ing a constructive dialogue on political,
economic, social and development issues.

2. Support regional integration pro-
grammes in Africa that are geared to in-
creasing efficiency by eliminating con-
straints to cross-border trade, investment
and payments, and achieving a harmo-
nised economic space.

3. Urge the competent authorities to
expedite programmes for capacity building
in African regional and national institutions
in the area of economic co-operation and
integration.

4. Strengthen the capacity of African
regional integration institutions, notably the
African Economic Community (AEC), and
support them in the formulation and imple-
mentation of their programmes consistent
with the objective of the Abuja Treaty, on
the basis of needs assessment which will
in particular take into account the impact
of multilateral trade liberalisation on re-
gional integration.

5. Promote the implementation of best
practices in project formulation and execu-
tion, regional sectoral projects, and the
harmonisation of macroeconomic and
sectoral policies that will help the imple-
mentation of Africa’s economic co-opera-
tion and integration efforts and the speedy
establishment of the African Union.

III. INTEGRATING AFRICA INTO
THE WORLD ECONOMY

6. We acknowledge both the opportu-
nities and challenges that globalisation of-
fers for all states and commit ourselves to
co-operate in order to enhance a political,
economic and social environment, condu-

cive to promoting international co-opera-
tion, foreign direct investment and other
resource flows.

Trade
We agree to:
7. Deepen the link between trade and

development in the multilateral trading sys-
tem, in order to ensure that the benefits of
further trade liberalisation and the strength-
ening of multilateral rules contribute to
poverty reduction and sustainable devel-
opment. We shall pay particular attention
to this concern in the future WTO Ministe-
rial Conferences and will cooperate in en-
suring the further development of Africa’s
economic and industrial potential.

8. Enhance the capacity of African
countries to derive maximum benefits from
opportunities offered by the WTO, taking
into consideration the activities carried out
in this regard by the AEC. We shall also
provide resources for enhancing the ca-
pacity of African countries to enter into
Economic Partnership Agreements with
the EU to formulate appropriate trade poli-
cies and to participate actively in trade
negotiations, including in the framework of
the WTO.

9. Take action to improve the special
and differential treatment enshrined in the
Marrakech agreements and to address the
implementation constraints which African
countries are facing.

10. Support African countries by pro-
viding technical assistance in order to en-
hance their capacities to respond to the
challenges and opportunities offered by
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their integration into the global economy.
11. Support the development of pro-

grammes on diversification and the en-
hancement of production capacity in Af-
rica.

12. Ensure that trade arrangements
between the EU and Africa enhance co-
operation in all trade related areas, build-
ing on regional integration initiatives exist-
ing within Africa and in line with the goals
and objectives of the Abuja Treaty.

13. We acknowledge the commitment
of the EU to launch a process in 2000, by
which by 2005, duty free market access
for essentially all products from Least De-
veloped Countries (LDCs) will be granted
and the rules of origin and cumulation pro-
visions that apply to their exports simpli-
fied.

Private Sector Development
…

Investment
We agree to:
17.

a) Commit ourselves to the creation of a
conducive environment in Africa for an
enhanced private sector development, in-
cluding macro and micro economic foun-
dations of competitiveness.
b) Work with governments and private
sector in order to improve a regulatory
framework for business community.
c) Develop at national and regional lev-
els, including with the AEC and the RECs,
programmes on the promotion of foreign
direct investment flows into Africa.

18. Support South-South co-operation
through triangular mechanisms, with a view
to building capacity in business manage-
ment, exchange of experience, as well as
promoting joint ventures, and mergers and
acquisitions, inter alia through technical
assistance aimed at strengthening the Af-
rican financial markets and instruments.

19. Develop better information on in-
vestment in Africa, and strengthen African
small and medium enterprises through
schemes and instruments to be deter-
mined. Encourage joint ventures between
African and European investors, with the
support of EU. The establishment of Afri-
can-EU management centres in Africa, in
order to provide avenues for European
technology services could enhance Afri-
ca’s entrepreneurship in this respect.

20. Co-operate in dealing with the prob-
lem of capital flight from Africa in all its
aspects, including to offshore financial
centres, and examine appropriate meas-
ures to that end.

Resources for Development
We agree:
21. That concessionary resources (of

the ODA type) are required in order to ad-
dress as a priority, the structural rigidities
that constrain Africa’s development effort,
especially the development of human re-
sources capacities and poverty eradication
as well as in the expansion of physical in-
frastructure and production capacities.

22. To intensify efforts to meet the in-
ternationally agreed targets for resource
transfers to developing countries.

23. To encourage all partners of devel-
opment co-operation, donors as well as
beneficiaries, to organise their develop-
ment assistance more effectively, to work
for enhanced co-ordination and comple-
mentarity, inter alia by harmonising and
simplifying procedures.

Infrastructural Problem and
Industrial Base

...

Research and Technology
We agree to:
30. Encourage the formulation of com-

prehensive programmes in the develop-
ment and transfer of technology with spe-
cial emphasis on science and technology,
indigenous technologies, the development
of educational and training systems, and
information technology.

31. Support technological change in
Africa, as well as the development and
upgrading of Africa’s indigenous technolo-
gies in recognition of the critical role of tech-
nology in Africa’s development and eco-
nomic transformation.

32. Assist African countries in their ef-
forts to build and rehabilitate their institu-
tional infrastructure and to enhance the
transfer and development of technology,
through inter alia, technology information
and innovation centres.

External Debt
…

Cooperation in International Fora
We agree to:
38. Work together for the improvement

of international understanding and co-op-
eration for development and human
progress.

39. Take into account the interest and
concerns of African States, in particular the
LDCs, in all international fora.

40. Work towards the attainment of the
goals and objectives adopted in major in-
ternational conferences organised under
the UN auspices.

IV. HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRATIC
PRINCIPLES AND INSTITUTIONS,
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND THE
RULE OF LAW

Human Rights
…

Democratic Princd Institutions
We agree to:
53. Support the establishment and

consolidation of democratic public institu-
tions on the basis of pluralism, separation
of powers, participatory processes and
respect for human rights, democratic princi-
ples and the rule of law.

54. Consolidate democratic institutions
and provide necessary institutional and fi-
nancial assistance for their consolidation.

55. Consolidate fair, transparent and
independent judiciary systems on the ba-
sis of the rule of law.

56. Support the active role for civil so-
ciety groups as important pillars of a demo-
cratic and stable society.

57. Ensure the holding of regular, trans-
parent, free and fair elections and develop
the necessary capacities for their smooth
organisation and monitoring.

58. Guarantee the full participation of
our people in the decision-making process
as well as the equitable distribution of na-
tional wealth.

Good Governance and Rule of
Law

We agree to:
59. Support and encourage efforts to

promote good governance and strengthen

the rule of law, specifically to enhance State
capacity to carry out core policy and serv-
ice delivery functions, enhance transpar-
ent and accountable Government, prevent
corruption and ensure security and access
to justice for all. In this context We will pro-
vide technical assistance, training and
share our experience and expertise.

60. Take effective action to prevent and
combat bribery, corruption and nepotism
which are recognised to be among the
major obstacles to good governance and
economic and social development.

61. Take necessary measures to com-
bat corruption both at internal and interna-
tional levels and to ensure that illegally ac-
quired public moneys lodged in foreign
banks are investigated and returned to the
countries of origin.

62. Express our concern at the adverse
impact on development of continuously
increasing military expenditure.

Civil Society
63. We agree to recognise the role of

NGOs in creating and maintaining a vibrant
civil society.

Migration
We agree to:
64. Support, as appropriate, African

countries in ensuring free intra-African
mobility of labour and migration in the spirit
of the Abuja Treaty.

65. Collaborate in addressing the root
causes of migration and asylum-seeking
in source, transit and recipient countries.

66. Collaborate further in the issue of
the reciprocal integration of migrants, mi-
grant rights and re-admission agreements
between the European and African coun-
tries.

67. Recognise the need for measures
to combat racism and xenophobia and to
secure the respect of the dignity and pro-
tection of the migrants’ rights, to which they
are entitled, under applicable international
law, notably the right to fair treatment based
on the principle of non-discrimination.

Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons (IDP)

In order to address the problem of refu-
gees and displaced people, We agree to
the following urgent actions:

68. Fully implement all relevant con-
ventions.

69. Co-operate closely for the eradica-
tion of the root causes of refugees and dis-
placed persons.

70. Continue to provide assistance to
refugees and displaced persons and to
participate in their voluntary return and in
their reintegration in conformity with inter-
national law and relevant UN conventions.

71. Support efforts by international and
national bodies and actors in order to en-
sure the safeguarding of the civilian and
humanitarian character of refugee camps
and settlements.

V. PEACE-BUILDING, CONFLICT
PREVENTION, MANAGEMENT
AND RESOLUTION

Peace-building, Conflict Preven-
tion, Management and Resolution

We agree to:
72. Contribute to securing an environ-

ment of peace and security in our coun-
tries.

73. Tackle the root causes of conflicts
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with a view to preventing further conflicts.
74. Reinforce the continental and re-

gional mechanisms for conflict prevention,
management and resolution through,
among others, the strengthening of the
OAU Mechanism, and the enhancement
of the capacity and the effectiveness of the
Conflict Management Centre.

75. Work towards the operationali-
zation of the OAU Early Warning System.

76. Reinforce existing co-operation in
order to contribute to the resolution of on-
going conflicts.

77. Continue to provide political, ma-
terial and financial support as appropriate
for the facilitators of the peace processes.

78. Elaborate programmes to sensitise
and raise the awareness of our people
about the culture of peace.

79. Use the experience acquired by the
EU for the strengthening of OAU’s and sub-
regional organisations’ operational capaci-
ties. We also welcome the Sirte Summit
decision to convene an African Ministerial
Conference on Security, Stability, Devel-
opment and Co-operation on the Continent
to be held in Abuja, Nigeria, in May 2000.

80. Support the involvement of women
in conflict prevention and peace building
by including a gender perspective in agen-
das for peace negotiations and by facilitat-
ing the active participation of women in
alternative diplomacy and at peace nego-
tiating tables.

81. Take measures to stop the illegal
exploitation of natural resources and to
combat the illicit trade in certain high value
commodities, particularly diamonds, which
often exacerbate and perpetuate conflict.
We call on all States to implement fully and
enforce the relevant UN sanctions.

Disarmament, Demobilisation and
Reintegration

…

Terrorism
…

Small Arms and Light Weapons
…

Landmines
We agree to:
88. Provide financial and technical as-

sistance for the removal of existing
landmines in African countries.

89. Work towards assisting and reha-
bilitating landmine victims, promoting mine
awareness and developing the national
capacities and skills in de-mining.

The 2000 Review Conference on
the NPT

…

Post-conflict assistance
…

VI. DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

Challenges to Sustainable Devel-
opment in Africa and Poverty
Eradication

We agree to:
93. Continue to work together to fight

poverty. We reaffirm our commitment to
meeting the International Development Tar-
gets and will continue to focus our poverty
eradication effor ts by supporting ap-
proaches which integrate the pursuit of

economic growth with political, social, en-
vironmental and cultural considerations.

94. Support the formulation and imple-
mentation of strategies and policies, as well
as programmes that are directed at pov-
erty eradication, especially in the rural ar-
eas, through inter alia, the revitalisation of
the rural economies, and the setting up of
social safety nets. In this context, We share
the hope, expressed by the OAU, for the
creation of a World Solidarity Fund to ad-
dress Africa’s development with special
focus on poverty eradication.

95. Support initiatives to integrate gen-
der in macroeconomic planning and the
establishment of budgets that take into
account the gender issue.

Education
…

Health
…

The Environment
We agree to:
110. Strengthen our co-operation in the

field of prevention of natural disasters and
set up disaster prevention and prepared-
ness mechanisms, including reduction and
early warning systems, taking into account
particularly the work accomplished on the
International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction. We also agree to strengthen our
co-operation on humanitarian assistance,
rehabilitation and reconstruction related to
the consequences of such disasters.

111. Give priority to the implementa-
tion of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification.

112. Co-operate in environmental is-
sues as a basis for ensuring sustainable
development.

113. Promote responsible policies
aimed at the preservation of African fish-
ing resources.

114. Take account of the regional di-
mension in environmental issues on the
African continent.

115. Ensure the prohibition of the ex-
port and transit of hazardous waste to Af-
rica, as provided for in the relevant inter-
national conventions.

116. Support the efforts for the con-
servation, management and sustainable
development of Africa’s vast forests,
through, inter alia, programs that are also
beneficial to the communities concerned.

117. Commit to the conservation of
Africa’s rich heritage in biological diversity,
which is a global asset, and promote its
sustainable use for the benefit of the local
people.

118. Support country-driven specific
measures to strengthen the capacity to
implement obligations resulting from all
relevant international environmental Con-
ventions. Specifically, We will continue to
support the implementation of the commit-
ments under the UN Framework Conven-
tions on Desertification, Climate Change
and Biodiversity. This includes the partici-
pation of African experts in the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the strengthening of the national
climate policy focal points and the devel-
opment and implementation of the climate
change-related policies and action plans,
the start-up of Clean Development Mecha-
nism projects under the Kyoto Protocol, the
testing of pilot technologies in the field of
new and renewable sources of energy and

energy efficiency and the transfer of other
climate change-related technology to the
African countries.

Food Security
We agree to:
119. Co-operate in formulating and

implementing food security policies includ-
ing supporting food production, process-
ing, storage, marketing and distribution,
improving access to food as well as en-
suring adequate nutritional quality. We
also agree to co-operate in the establish-
ment of early warning systems to monitor
drought and crop production.

120. Support African networking with
EU partners, in the areas of agricultural
technology and know-how, extension serv-
ices, and rural infrastructure.

121. Support investment in research
in the areas of high-yield crops and dura-
ble preservation and storage and provide
support for building national and regional
capacity for multilateral trade negotiations,
including food sanitation and other agricul-
tural trade regulations.

Drug Abuse and Trafficking
…

Cultural Issues
125. We pledge to accord importance

to cultural cooperation between Africa and
Europe as an integral aspect of develop-
ment.

With regard to cultural goods stolen or
exported illicitly, We have taken note of the
concerns of African States and request
senior officials of the bi-regional group to
examine the legal and practical conse-
quences of further action in this area and
prepare a report for assessment at minis-
terial level in the framework of the follow-
up mechanism, within reasonable time.

VII. FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM

126. We agree that all the terms of
reference concerning participation in the
first Summit shall apply further on to all
relevant mechanisms and with this under-
standing:

127. We agree to adopt the following
mechanism to give impetus to and to moni-
tor the implementation of the Plan of Ac-
tion:
a) Summit of Heads of State and Gov-
ernment based on a principle of continuity
b) Meeting of Ministers (in between the
Summits)
c) A bi-regional group at Senior Officials’
level.

128. The bi-regional group at a Senior
Officials’ level will meet regularly, monitor
and encourage the achievement of the pri-
orities for action, from a political viewpoint,
and with the objective of contributing, on
the basis of existing mechanisms, towards
global dialogue with a view to strengthen-
ing the strategic bi-regional partnership in
its political, economic, social, environmen-
tal, educational, cultural, technical and
scientific dimensions.

129. In addition, the priorities for ac-
tion adopted by the Summit will be pro-
moted through the current ministerial dis-
cussions between the European Union and
the African countries in the framework of
the relevant mechanisms of inter-regional
cooperation.

130. The second Summit will take place
in Europe, in 2003.


