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UNEP

Preparations for Montevideo III

The Second Meeting of the “International Group of
Experts to Develop Components of the Montevideo Pro-
gramme III” took place from 8-11 April 2000, in Wash-
ington, D.C.1 The experts2 had been invited by UNEP to
contribute in a personal capacity to the preparations for
the Programme and originally three meetings had been
foreseen to complete their task – which was achieved af-
ter the second meeting.

Participants had before them two documents: The Re-
vised Background Paper for the Preparation of UNEP’s
Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of
Environmental Law for the First Decade of the 21st Cen-
tury (the “Background Paper”) and the draft Components
of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Re-
view of Environmental Law for the First Decade of the
21st Century (Montevideo Programme III), the “Compo-
nents Paper”).3

David Hunter presented the Background Paper to the
participants and Alexander Timoshenko presented the draft
Components Paper. There was a general round of discus-
sion on the structure and relationship of the two Papers.

Following a general discussion, the Group undertook
a detailed review of the Components Paper. After agree-
ing on the outline of components and the structure for
each component, there was a component-by-component
discussion and review. After comments had been received
on all sections of the Paper, the Rapporteur, Professor
David Hunter, presented a Revised Version of the Com-
ponents Paper, and the Meeting conducted a second re-
view of the Paper. UNEP provided continued policy guid-
ance throughout the review of the Components Paper.

The Components Paper will be further reviewed by
UNEP and subsequently submitted for finalisation to
the core group meeting at the end of June in Geneva.
The Background Paper will also be reviewed at that meet-
ing. Following finalisation, both Papers will be submit-
ted to the Meeting of Senior Government Officials which

will be convened to develop a draft Montevideo Pro-
gramme III.

Notes

1 The Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), by its decision 20/3, requested the Executive Director “to undertake a
process for the preparation of a new programme for the development and periodic
review of environmental law, in consultation with Governments and relevant or-
ganisations.” Pursuant to that decision the UNEP Secretariat convened an Interna-
tional Expert Group to prepare the components of the Programme for the Develop-
ment and Periodic Review of Environment Law for the first Decade of the 21st

Century (Montevideo Programme). The First Meeting of the Group took place
from 15-18 January 2000 (see page 63 of the last issue), in Washington, D.C.
2 Dr. Andronico Adede (Kenya), Prof. Ben Boer (Australia), Dr. Edith Brown
Weiss (USA), Prof. Jutta Brunnée (Canada), Dr.Wolfgang Burhenne (Germany),
Prof. Stéphane Doumbé-Billé (France), Mr. Marco Gonzalez (El Salvador), Dr.
Parvez Hassan (Pakistan), Mrs. Lynn Holowesko (The Bahamas), Mr. David Hunter
(USA), Prof. Alexander Kiss (France), Prof. Sun Lin (China), Prof. Gerhard Loibl
(Austria), Prof. Daniel Magraw (USA) Prof. Thomas Mensah (UK), Dr. Pemmarju
Rao (India), Prof. Nico Schrijver (Netherlands), Mr. Paul Szasz  (USA), Mr. Patrick
Szell (UK), Mr. Amado Tolentino (Philippines), Mr. Boris Tsepov (Russian Fed-
eration), Prof. Rüdiger Wolfrum (Germany).
3 I. EFFECTIVENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
1. Implementation, compliance and enforcement
2. Capacity-building
3. Prevention, mitigation and compensation of environmental damage
4. Avoidance and settlement of environmental disputes
5. Strengthening and development of international environmental law
6. Harmonisation and co-ordination
7. Public participation
8. Information technology
9. Innovative approaches to environmental law
II. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
10. Freshwater Resources
11. Coastal and marine ecosystems
12. Biological diversity
13. Soils
14. Forests
15. Pollution prevention and control; waste management
16. Production and consumption patterns
17. Environmental emergencies and natural disasters
III. RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER FIELDS
18. Trade, investment and finance
19. Environmental security
20. Military activities and the environment
IV. EMERGING ISSUES

The ten-year review of Agenda 21 and other outputs
of the Rio Conference was seriously considered at CSD8.
It was considered to be an opportunity to mobilize the
political support of the international community for the
level of its commitment to sustainable development.

It is crucial that governments, the UN system and the
private sector, non-governmental organizations, youth
groups, the scientific community and other major groups
identified in Agenda 21 participate in a coordinated and
mutually supportive manner in the organizational process
of the 2002 event in order to avoid unnecessary duplication
of efforts and to ensure an efficient and successful process.

The 2002 event should have a focused and action-ori-
ented agenda with a few issues that would be determined
as part of the preparatory process.  Some of the options
would include poverty, energy, access to financial re-
sources, consumption patterns, technology transfer and
capacity building.  It could also include a review of exist-
ing environmental institutions and instruments.  In this
regard, it is very important to maintain the concept of sus-
tainable development as the main thematic framework of
the 2002 event.  Issues such poverty eradication and glo-
balization should be considered as components of sustain-
able development, but not as independent issues.


