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order to minimize environmental concerns in the
era of globalization;
(c) exchanging information with environment
and health processes in other regions;
(d) reaching out to the scientific community,
particularly through its research organizations,
recognizing that we live in a rapidly changing
world and therefore need to improve our fore-
sight of environment and health matters and an-
ticipate future developments, as well as dealing
with problems already identified.
56. The European Centre for Environment and
Health (ECEH) was established after our first
conference (Frankfurt, 1989) and has served as
a source of technical expertise for the Region
and of scientific support for the identification of
effective evidence-based environment and
health policies. We are extremely grateful for the
support given to ECEH, principally by Italy, the
Netherlands and France. Partnership with
ECEH should include:
(a) ensuring that ECEH continues to play an
effective role and further develops its capacities,
especially for implementation of the actions we
have agreed at this conference;
(b) encouraging more Member States and
WHO to share in providing the necessary finan-
cial support to ECEH.
57. We want to enhance solidarity and, in partic-
ular, to recognize and effectively address the dif-
ferences in environment and health status be-
tween countries of the Region. Partnership with
Member States should include:
(a) assisting countries of central and eastern
Europe (CCEE) and newly independent states
(NIS), particularly through building up their ca-
pacities and providing support to the reform of
regulatory structures, including the development
and implementation of environment and health
“acquis communautaire” as part of the process
of accession to the EU for a number of CCEE,
so as to maximize benefit to the environment
and health;
(b) a "bottom-up" approach, in which countries
identify priorities for international activity and
are committed to implementing them;
(c) promoting sub-regional collaboration, for
example to build on the successful model offered
by the Visegrad, Nordic/Baltic, Central Asian and
Sofia groups, and other collaboration between
countries such as that between Azerbaijan, Arme-
nia and Georgia in the south Caucasus region, in
developing and implementing NEHAPs;
(d) sharing information and promoting increas-
es in scientific, technical and economic matters,
as a basis for innovative and effective policies;

(e) carrying forward a strong programme of im-
plementing NEHAPs in partnership, as envisaged
in this Declaration and coordinated by EEHC.
58. We welcome the extensive activity taking
place at local level to protect the environment
and health, through the Healthy Cities network.
Local Agenda 21 and many other networks and
initiatives. We want to pay more attention to en-
hancing local-level activity and making full use
of the skills and experience available. Partner-
ship with local agencies should include:
(a) promoting the recognition and representa-
tion of local authorities, health agencies and
other local agencies in the Environment and
Health process and in other relevant internation-
al activities;
(b) supporting local initiatives aimed at meet-
ing NEHAP and Agenda 21 objectives.
59. We appreciate the value of the contribu-
tions made by NGOs and members of the public
to environment and health matters, and we spe-
cifically welcome NGOs’ contributions to prepa-
rations for this conference and their participation
in it. Partnership with NGOs should include:
(a) promoting NGO participation in the future
development of the Environment and Health
process and maximizing the contribution that
NGOs and members of the public can make to
actions that it initiates;
(b) promoting public participation, access to in-
formation and access to justice as a cross-cut-
ting priority in line with the 1998 UN/ECE Con-
vention on Access to Information, Public Partici-
pation in Decision-making and Access to Justice
in Environmental Matters (the "Århus Conven-
tion");6

(c) ensuring that NGOs can participate in the
implementation of the commitments to action
agreed at this Conference and in regular and
transparent reviews of progress.
60. We recognize that economic activity can
make a significant difference to the environment
and health, as well as to social and economic
development. Partnership with business, indus-
try, trade unions and private and public sector
enterprises should include:
(a) making greater use of the existing knowl-
edge and capacities that the economic sectors
often have to support our efforts;
(b) promoting the economic sectors’ participa-
tion in the Environment and Health process.
61. We pledge ourselves to work in partnership
to implement the actions we have set out in this

Declaration. We stress the importance of moni-
toring the results and invite EEHC to present an
updated overview of the environment and health
in Europe at our fourth conference. We recog-
nize that much remains to be done to address
the challenges that environmental degradation
poses to the health of the people of the Europe-
an Region. We believe that we must continue
our joint efforts in order to build on the progress
we have so far made towards this goal.
62. We reaffirm our support for the global and
regional conventions and commitments, and
express our willingness to consider the develop-
ment of further appropriate international instru-
ments that can make it easier to carry out, in co-
operation with relevant international organiza-
tions, the actions we have decided here.

The way forward
63. We will work with all relevant international
organizations in taking forward the actions
agreed in this Declaration and maintaining mo-
mentum in the Environment and Health process.
We pledge our political support for this and will
give technical and financial assistance within
our available means. We consider that coordina-
tion with the Environment for Europe ministerial
conferences should be as close as possible and
welcome the decision to hold the next of those
in Ukraine in 2002. We also welcome and ex-
press our willingness to contribute to the “Rio
plus ten Conference” to take place in 2002.
64. We welcome the work of the Healthy Planet
Forum that has been held in parallel with this
meeting, and the increasingly close working re-
lationship developing between Member States,
NGOs and major groups that this represents.
We wish this working relationship to continue
and to strengthen, [to be completed in the light
of the outcome of the Healthy Planet Forum]
65. We ask EEHC to report annually to the Euro-
pean Regional Committee of WHO and to the Com-
mittee on Environmental Policy of UN/ECE on:
• our achievements and areas needing
greater efforts;
• its activities, workplan and budget require-
ments.
66. Furthermore, we invite EEHC to present
detailed proposals to all Member States in 2002,
through the European Regional Committee of
WHO and the Committee on Environmental Pol-
icy of UN/ECE, on agenda items for a fourth En-
vironment and Health Conference [in 2004], to
be hosted by [?]. r
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The Parties to this Protocol,
Mindful that water is essential to sustain

life and that the availability of water in quantities,
and of a quality, sufficient to meet basic human
needs is a prerequisite both for improved health
and for sustainable development,

Acknowledging the benefits to human
health and well-being that accrue from

wholesome and clean water and a harmoni-
ous and properly functioning water environ-
ment,

Aware that surface waters and groundwa-
ter are renewable resources with a limited ca-
pacity to recover from adverse impacts from hu-
man activities on their quantity and quality, that
any failure to respect those limits may result in
adverse effects, in both the short and long
terms, on the health and well-being of those
who rely on those resources and their quality,
and that in consequence sustainable manage-
ment of the hydrological cycle is essential for
both meeting human needs and protecting the
environment,

Aware also of the consequences for public
health of shortfalls of water in the quantities, and
of the quality, sufficient to meet basic human
needs, and of the serious effects of such short-
falls, in particular on the vulnerable, the disad-
vantaged and the socially excluded,

Conscious that the prevention, control and
reduction of water-related disease are important
and urgent tasks which can only be satisfactorily
discharged by enhanced cooperation at all lev-
els and among all sectors, both within countries
and between States,

Conscious also that surveillance of water-
related disease and the establishment of early-
warning systems and response systems are im-

* to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use
of Transboundary Watercourses and International
Lakes.
As submitted to the Third Ministerial Conference on En-
vironment and Health (London, 16–18 June 1999) for
adoption, see page 156.
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portant aspects of the prevention, control and
reduction of water-related disease,

Basing themselves upon the conclusions
of the United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development (Rio de Janeiro,
1992), in particular the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development and Agenda 21,
as well as upon the programme for the further
implementation of Agenda 21 (New York, 1997)
and the consequent decision of the Commis-sion
on Sustainable Development on the sustainable
management of freshwater (New York, 1998),

Deriving inspiration from the relevant provi-
sions of the 1992 Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and
International Lakes and emphasizing the need
both to encourage more widespread application
of those provisions and to complement that
Convention with further measures to strengthen
the protection of public health,

Taking note of the 1991 Convention on En-
vironmental Impact Assessment in a Trans-
boundary Context, the 1992 Convention on the
Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents,
the 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Non-Navigational Uses of International
Watercourses and the 1998 Convention on Ac-
cess to Information, Public Participation in Deci-
sion-making and Access to Justice in Environ-
mental Matters,

Further taking note of the pertinent princi-
ples, targets and recommendations of the 1989
European Charter on Environment and Health,
the 1994 Helsinki Declaration on Environment
and Health, and the Ministerial declarations,
recommendations and resolutions of the “Envi-
ronment for Europe” process,

Recognizing the sound basis and rele-
vance of other environmental initiatives, instru-
ments and processes in Europe, as well as the
preparation and implementation of National En-
vironment and Health Action Plans and of Na-
tional Environment Action Plans,

Commending the efforts already under-
taken by the United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Europe and the Regional Office for
Europe of the World Health Organization to
strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation
for the prevention, control and reduction of water-
related disease,

Encouraged by the many examples of pos-
itive achievements by the States members of
the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe and the States members of the Regional
Committee for Europe of the World Health Or-
ganization in abating pollution and in maintain-
ing and restoring water environments capable of
supporting human health and well-being,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Objective

The objective of this Protocol is to promote
at all appropriate levels, nationally as well as in
transboundary and international contexts, the
protection of human health and well-being, both

individual and collective, within a framework of
sustainable development, through improving
water management, including the protection of
water ecosystems, and through preventing, con-
trolling and reducing water-related disease.

Article 2
Definitions

For the purposes of this Protocol,
1. “Water-related disease” means any signifi-
cant adverse effects on human health, such as
death, disability, illness or disorders, caused di-
rectly or indirectly by the condition, or changes
in the quantity or quality, of any waters ;
2. “Drinking water” means water which is
used, or intended to be available for use, by hu-
mans for drinking, cooking, food preparation,
personal hygiene or similar purposes;
3. “Groundwater” means all water which is be-
low the surface of the ground in the saturation
zone and in direct contact with the ground or
subsoil;
4. “Enclosed waters” means artificially created
water bodies separated from surface freshwater
or coastal water, whether within or outside a
building;
5. “Transboundary waters” means any surface
or ground waters which mark, cross or are located
on boundaries between two or more States; wher-
ever transboundary waters flow directly into the
sea, these transboundary waters end at a straight
line across their respective mouths between points
on the low-water line of their banks;
6. “Transboundary effects of water-related dis-
ease” means any significant adverse effects on
human health, such as death, disability, illness
or disorders, in an area under the jurisdiction of
one Party, caused directly or indirectly by the
condition, or changes in the quantity or quality,
of waters in an area under the jurisdiction of an-
other Party, whether or not such effects consti-
tute a transboundary impact;
7. “Transboundary impact” means any signifi-
cant adverse effect on the environment resulting
from a change in the conditions of transbound-
ary waters caused by a human activity, the
physical origin of which is situated wholly or in
part within an area under the jurisdiction of a
Party to the Convention, within an area under
the jurisdiction of another Party to the Conven-
tion. Such effects on the environment include ef-
fects on human health and safety, flora, fauna,
soil, air, water, climate, landscape, and historical
monuments or other physical structures or the
interaction among these factors; they also in-
clude effects on the cultural heritage or socio-
economic conditions resulting from alterations
to those factors;
8. “Sanitation” means the collection, trans-
port, treatment and disposal or reuse of human
excreta or domestic waste water, whether
through collective systems or by installations
serving a single household or undertaking;
9 “Collective system” means:
(a) A system for the supply of drinking water
to a number of households or undertakings;
and/or
(b) A system for the provision of sanitation
which serves a number of households or under-
takings and, where appropriate, also provides
for the collection, transport, treatment and dis-
posal or reuse of industrial waste water,
whether provided by a body in the public sector,
an undertaking in the private sector or by a part-
nership between the two sectors;
10. “Water-management plan” means a plan for
the development, management, protection and/
or use of the water within a territorial area or
groundwater aquifer, including the protection of
the associated ecosystems;

11. “The public” means one or more natural or
legal persons, and, in accordance with national
legislation or practice, their associations, organi-
zations or groups;
12. “Public authority” means:
(a) Government at national, regional and other
levels;
(b) Natural or legal persons performing public
administrative functions under national law, in-
cluding specific duties, activities or services in
relation to the environment, public health, sani-
tation, water management or water supply;
(c) Any other natural or legal persons having
public responsibilities or functions, or providing
public services, under the control of a body or
person falling within subparagraphs (a) or (b)
above;
(d) The institutions of any regional economic
integration organization referred to in article 21
which is a Party.
This definition does not include bodies or institu-
tions acting in a judicial or legislative capacity;
13. “Local” refers to all relevant levels of territo-
rial unit below the level of the State;
14. “Convention” means the Convention on the
Protection and Use of Transboundary Water-
courses and International Lakes, done at
Helsinki on 17 March 1992;
15. “Meeting of the Parties to the Convention”
means the body established by the Parties to
the Convention in accordance with its article 17;
16. “Party” means, unless the text otherwise in-
dicates, a State or a regional economic integra-
tion organization referred to in article 21 which
has consented to be bound by this Protocol and
for which this Protocol is in force;
17. “Meeting of the Parties” means the body
established by the Parties in accordance with
article 16.

Article 3
Scope

The provisions of this Protocol shall apply to:
(a) Surface freshwater;
(b) Groundwater;
(c) Estuaries;
(d) Coastal waters which are used for recre-
ation or for the production of fish by aquaculture
or for the production or harvesting of shellfish;
(e) Enclosed waters generally available for
bathing;
(f) Water in the course of abstraction, trans-
port, treatment or supply;
(g) Waste water throughout the course of col-
lection, transport, treatment and discharge or
reuse.

Article 4
General Provisions

1. The Parties shall take all appropriate mea-
sures to prevent, control and reduce water-relat-
ed disease within a framework of integrated wa-
ter-management systems aimed at sustainable
use of water resources, ambient water quality
which does not endanger human health, and
protection of water ecosystems.
2. The Parties shall, in particular, take all ap-
propriate measures for the purpose of ensuring:
(a) Adequate supplies of wholesome drinking
water which is free from any micro-organisms,
parasites and substances which, owing to their
numbers or concentration, constitute a potential
danger to human health. This shall include the
protection of water resources which are used as
sources of drinking water, treatment of water
and the establishment, improvement and main-
tenance of collective systems;
(b) Adequate sanitation of a standard which
sufficiently protects human health and the envi-
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ronment. This shall in particular be done
through the establishment, improvement and
maintenance of collective systems;
(c) Effective protection of water resources
used as sources of drinking water, and their re-
lated water ecosystems, from pollution from oth-
er causes, including agriculture, industry and
other discharges and emissions of hazardous
substances. This shall aim at the effective re-
duction and elimination of discharges and emis-
sions of substances judged to be hazardous to
human health and water ecosystems;
(d) Sufficient safeguards for human health
against water-related disease arising from the
use of water for recreational purposes, from the
use of water for aquaculture, from the water in
which shellfish are produced or from which they
are harvested, from the use of waste water for
irrigation or from the use of sewage sludge in
agriculture or aquaculture;
(e) Effective systems for monitoring situations
likely to result in outbreaks or incidents of water-
related disease and for responding to such out-
breaks and incidents and to the risk of them.
3. Subsequent references in this Protocol to
“drinking water” and “sanitation” are to drinking
water and sanitation that are required to meet
the requirements of paragraph 2 of this article.
4. The Parties shall base all such measures
upon an assessment of any proposed measure
in respect of all its implications, including the
benefits, disadvantages and costs, for:
(a) Human health;
(b) Water resources; and
(c) Sustainable development,
which takes account of the differing new impacts
of any proposed measure on the different envi-
ronmental mediums.
5. The Parties shall take all appropriate action
to create legal, administrative and economic
frameworks which are stable and enabling and
within which the public, private and voluntary
sectors can each make its contribution to im-
proving water management for the purpose of
preventing, controlling and reducing water-relat-
ed disease.
6. The Parties shall require public authorities
which are considering taking action, or approv-
ing the taking by others of action, that may have
a significant impact on the environment of any
waters within the scope of this Protocol to take
due account of any potential impact of that ac-
tion on public health.
7. Where a Party is a Party to the Convention
on Environmental Impact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context, compliance by public
authorities of that Party with the requirements of
that Convention in relation to a proposed action
shall satisfy the requirement under paragraph 6
of this article in respect of that action.
8. The provisions of this Protocol shall not af-
fect the rights of Parties to maintain, adopt or
implement more stringent measures than those
set down in this Protocol.
9. The provisions of this Protocol shall not af-
fect the rights and obligations of any Party to
this Protocol deriving from the Convention or
any other existing international agreement, ex-
cept where the requirements under this Protocol
are more stringent than the corresponding re-
quirements under the Convention or that other
existing international agreement.

Article 5
Principles and Approaches

In taking measures to implement this Proto-
col, the Parties shall be guided in particular by
the following principles and approaches:
(a) The precautionary principle, by virtue of
which action to prevent, control or reduce water-

related disease shall not be postponed on the
ground that scientific research has not fully
proved a causal link between the factor at which
such action is aimed, on the one hand, and the
potential contribution of that factor to the preva-
lence of water-related disease and/or trans-
boundary impacts, on the other hand;
(b) The polluter-pays principle, by virtue of
which costs of pollution prevention, control and
reduction shall be borne by the polluter;
(c) States have, in accordance with the Char-
ter of the United Nations and the principles of in-
ternational law, the sovereign right to exploit
their own resources pursuant to their own envi-
ronmental and developmental policies, and the
responsibility to ensure that activities within their
jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to
the environment of other States or of areas be-
yond the limits of national jurisdiction;
(d) Water resources shall be managed so that
the needs of the present generation are met
without compromising the ability of future gener-
ations to meet their own needs;
(e) Preventive action should be taken to avoid
outbreaks and incidents of water-related dis-
ease and to protect water resources used as
sources of drinking water because such action
addresses the harm more efficiently and can be
more cost-effective than remedial action;
(f) Action to manage water resources should
be taken at the lowest appropriate administra-
tive level;
(g) Water has social, economic and environ-
mental values and should therefore be man-
aged so as to realize the most acceptable and
sustainable combination of those values;
(h) Efficient use of water should be promoted
through economic instruments and awareness-
building;
(i) Access to information and public participa-
tion in decision-making concerning water and
health are needed, inter alia, in order to en-
hance the quality and the implementation of the
decisions, to build public awareness of issues,
to give the public the opportunity to express its
concerns and to enable public authorities to
take due account of such concerns. Such ac-
cess and participation should be supplemented
by appropriate access to judicial and administra-
tive review of relevant decisions;
(j) Water resources should, as far as possible,
be managed in an integrated manner on the ba-
sis of catchment areas, with the aims of linking
social and economic development to the protec-
tion of natural ecosystems and of relating water-
resource management to regulatory measures
concerning other environmental mediums. Such
an integrated approach should apply across the
whole of a catchment area, whether trans-
boundary or not, including its associated coastal
waters, the whole of a groundwater aquifer or
the relevant parts of such a catchment area or
groundwater aquifer;
(k) Special consideration should be given to
the protection of people who are particularly vul-
nerable to water-related disease;
(l) Equitable access to water, adequate in
terms both of quantity and of quality, should be
provided for all members of the population, es-
pecially those who suffer a disadvantage or so-
cial exclusion;
(m) As a counterpart to their rights and entitle-
ments to water under private law and public law,
natural and legal persons and institutions, whether
in the public sector or the private sector, should
contribute to the protection of the water environ-
ment and the conservation of water resources;
and
(n) In implementing this Protocol, due account
should be given to local problems, needs and
knowledge.

Article 6
Targets and Target Dates

1. In order to achieve the objective of this Pro-
tocol, the Parties shall pursue the aims of:
(a) Access to drinking water for everyone;
(b) Provision of sanitation for everyone
within a framework of integrated water-manage-
ment systems aimed at sustainable use of water
resources, ambient water quality which does not
endanger human health, and protection of water
ecosystems.
2. For these purposes, the Parties shall each
establish and publish national and/or local tar-
gets for the standards and levels of performance
that need to be achieved or maintained for a
high level of protection against water-related
disease. These targets shall be periodically re-
vised. In doing all this, they shall make appropri-
ate practical and/or other provisions for public
participation, within a transparent and fair
framework, and shall ensure that due account is
taken of the outcome of the public participation.
Except where national or local circumstances
make them irrelevant for preventing, controlling
and reducing water-related disease, the targets
shall cover, inter alia:
(a) The quality of the drinking water supplied,
taking into account the Guidelines for drinking-
water quality of the World Health Organization;
(b) The reduction of the scale of outbreaks and
incidents of water-related disease;

(c) The area of territory, or the population sizes
or proportions, which should be served by col-
lective systems for the supply of drinking water
or where the supply of drinking water by other
means should be improved;
(d) The area of territory, or the population sizes
or proportions, which should be served by col-
lective systems of sanitation or where sanitation
by other means should be improved;
(e) The levels of performance to be achieved by
such collective systems and by such other means
of water supply and sanitation respectively;
(f) The application of recognized good practice
to the management of water supply and sanita-
tion, including the protection of waters used as
sources for drinking water;
(g) The occurrence of discharges of:
(i) Untreated waste water; and
(ii) Untreated storm water overflows
from waste-water collection systems to waters
within the scope of this Protocol;
(h) The quality of discharges of waste water
from waste-water treatment installations to wa-
ters within the scope of this Protocol;
(i) The disposal or reuse of sewage sludge
from collective systems of sanitation or other
sanitation installations and the quality of waste
water used for irrigation purposes, taking into
account the Guidelines for the safe use of waste
water and excreta in agriculture and aquaculture
of the World Health Organization and the United
Nations Environment Programme;
(j) The quality of waters which are used as
sources for drinking water, which are generally
used for bathing or which are used for aquaculture
or for the production or harvesting of shellfish;
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(k) The application of recognized good practice
to the management of enclosed waters general-
ly available for bathing;
(l) The identification and remediation of partic-
ularly contaminated sites which adversely affect
waters within the scope of this Protocol or are
likely to do so and which thus threaten to give
rise to water-related disease;
(m) The effectiveness of systems for the man-
agement, development, protection and use of
water resources, including the application of
recognized good practice to the control of pollu-
tion from sources of all kinds;
(n) The frequency of the publication of informa-
tion on the quality of the drinking water supplied
and of other waters relevant to the targets in this
paragraph in the intervals between the publica-
tion of information under article 7, paragraph 2.
3. Within two years of becoming a Party, each
Party shall establish and publish targets referred
to in paragraph 2 of this article, and target dates
for achieving them.
4. Where a long process of implementation is
foreseen for the achievement of a target, inter-
mediate or phased targets shall be set.
5. In order to promote the achievement of the
targets referred to in paragraph 2 of this article,
the Parties shall each:
(a) Establish national or local arrangements for
coordination between their competent authori-
ties;
(b) Develop water-management plans in trans-
boundary, national and/or local contexts, prefer-
ably on the basis of catchment areas or ground-
water aquifers. In doing so, they shall make ap-
propriate practical and/or other provisions for
public participation, within a transparent and fair
framework, and shall ensure that due account is
taken of the outcome of the public participation.
Such plans may be incorporated in other rele-
vant plans, programmes or documents which
are being drawn up for other purposes, provided
that they enable the public to see clearly the
proposals for achieving the targets referred to in
this article and the respective target dates;
(c) Establish and maintain a legal and institu-
tional framework for monitoring and enforcing
standards for the quality of drinking water;
(d) Establish and maintain arrangements, in-
cluding, where appropriate, legal and institution-
al arrangements, for monitoring, promoting the
achievement of and, where necessary, enforcing
the other standards and levels of performance
for which targets referred to in paragraph 2 of
this article are set.

Article 7
Review and Assessment

of Progress
1. The Parties shall each collect and evaluate
data on:
(a) Their progress towards the achievement of
the targets referred to in article 6, paragraph 2;
(b) Indicators that are designed to show how
far that progress has contributed towards pre-
venting, controlling or reducing water-related
disease.
2. The Parties shall each publish periodically
the results of this collection and evaluation of
data. The frequency of such publication shall be
established by the Meeting of the Parties.
3. The Parties shall each ensure that the re-
sults of water and effluent sampling carried out
for the purpose of this collection of data are
available to the public.
4. On the basis of this collection and evalua-
tion of data, each Party shall review periodically
the progress made in achieving the targets re-
ferred to in article 6, paragraph 2, and publish
an assessment of that progress. The frequency

of such reviews shall be established by the
Meeting of the Parties. Without prejudice to the
possibility of more frequent reviews under article
6, paragraph 2, reviews under this paragraph
shall include a review of the targets referred to
in article 6, paragraph 2, with a view to improv-
ing the targets in the light of scientific and tech-
nical knowledge.
5. Each Party shall provide to the secretariat
referred to in article 17, for circulation to the oth-
er Parties, a summary report of the data collect-
ed and evaluated and the assessment of the
progress achieved. Such reports shall be in ac-
cordance with guidelines established by the
Meeting of the Parties. These guidelines shall
provide that the Parties can use for this purpose
reports covering the relevant information pro-
duced for other international forums.
6. The Meeting of the Parties shall evaluate
progress in implementing this Protocol on the
basis of such summary reports.

Article 8
Response Systems

1. The Parties shall each, as appropriate, en-
sure that:
(a) Comprehensive national and/or local sur-
veillance and early-warning systems are estab-
lished, improved or maintained which will:
(i) Identify outbreaks or incidents of water-re-
lated disease or significant threats of such out-
breaks or incidents, including those resulting
from water-pollution incidents or extreme weath-
er events;
(ii) Give prompt and clear notification to the rel-
evant public authorities about such outbreaks,
incidents or threats;
(iii) In the event of any imminent threat to public
health from water-related disease, disseminate
to members of the public who may be affected
all information that is held by a public authority
and that could help the public to prevent or miti-
gate harm;
(iv) Make recommendations to the relevant
public authorities and, where appropriate, to
the public about preventive and remedial ac-
tions;
(b) Comprehensive national and local contin-
gency plans for responses to such outbreaks,
incidents and risks are properly prepared in due
time;
(c) The relevant public authorities have the
necessary capacity to respond to such out-
breaks, incidents or risks in accordance with the
relevant contingency plan.
2. Surveillance and early-warning systems,
contingency plans and response capacities
in relation to water-related disease may
be combined with those in relation to other mat-
ters.
3. Within three years of becoming a Party,
each Party shall have established the surveil-
lance and early-warning systems, contingency
plans and response capacities referred to in
paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 9
Public Awareness, Education, 

Training, Research and Develop-
ment and Information

1. The Parties shall take steps designed to
enhance the awareness of all sectors of the
public regarding:
(a) The importance of, and the relationship
between, water management and public health;
(b) The rights and entitlements to water and
corresponding obligations under private and
public law of natural and legal persons and insti-
tutions, whether in the public sector or the

private sector, as well as their moral obligations
to contribute to the protection of the water envi-
ronment and the conservation of water resourc-
es.
2. The Parties shall promote:
(a) Understanding of the public-health aspects
of their work by those responsible for wa-
ter management, water supply and sanitation;
and
(b) Understanding of the basic principles of
water management, water supply and sanitation
by those responsible for public health.
3. The Parties shall encourage the education
and training of the professional and technical
staff who are needed for managing water re-
sources and for operating systems of water sup-
ply and sanitation, and encourage the updating
and improvement of their knowledge and skills.
This education and training shall include rele-
vant aspects of public health.
4. The Parties shall encourage:
(a) Research into, and development of, cost-ef-
fective means and techniques for the preven-
tion, control and reduction of water-related dis-
ease;
(b) Development of integrated information sys-
tems to handle information about long-term
trends, current concerns and past problems and
successful solutions to them in the field of water
and health, and provision of such information to
competent authorities.

Article 10
Public Information

1. As a complement to the requirements of
this Protocol for Parties to publish specific infor-
mation or documents, each Party shall take
steps within the framework of its legislation to
make available to the public such information as
is held by public authorities and is reasonably
needed to inform public discussion of:
(a) The establishment of targets and of target
dates for their achievement and the develop-
ment of water-management plans in accor-
dance with article 6;
(b) The establishment, improvement or mainte-
nance of surveillance and early-warning sys-
tems and contingency plans in accordance with
article 8;
(c) The promotion of public awareness, educa-
tion, training, research. development and infor-
mation in accordance with article 9.
2. Each Party shall ensure that public authori-
ties, in response to a request for other informa-
tion relevant to the implementation of this Proto-
col, make such information available within a
reasonable time to the public, within the frame-
work of national legislation.
3. The Parties shall ensure that information
referred to in article 7, paragraph 4, and para-
graph 1 of this article shall be available to the
public at all reasonable times for inspection free
of charge, and shall provide members of the
public with reasonable facilities for obtaining
from the Parties, on payment of reasonable
charges, copies of such information.
4. Nothing in this Protocol shall require a pub-
lic authority to publish information or make infor-
mation available to the public if:
(a) The public authority does not hold the infor-
mation;
(b) The request for the information is manifest-
ly unreasonable or formulated in too general a
manner; or
(c) The information concerns material in the
course of completion or concerns internal com-
munications of public authorities where such an
exemption is provided for in national law or cus-
tomary practice, taking into account the public
interest served by disclosure.
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5. Nothing in this Protocol shall require a pub-
lic authority to publish information or make infor-
mation available to the public if disclosure of the
information would adversely affect:
(a) The confidentiality of the proceedings of
public authorities, where such confidentiality is
provided for under national law;
(b) International relations, national defence or
public security;
(c) The course of justice, the ability of a person
to receive a fair trial or the ability of a public au-
thority to conduct an enquiry of a criminal or dis-
ciplinary nature;
(d) The confidentiality of commercial or indus-
trial information, where such confidentiality is
protected by law in order to protect a legitimate
economic interest. Within this framework, infor-
mation on emissions and discharges which are
relevant for the protection of the environment
shall be disclosed;
(e) Intellectual property rights;
(f) The confidentiality of personal data and/or
files relating to a natural person where that per-
son has not consented to the disclosure of the
information to the public, where such confidenti-
ality is provided for in national law;
(g) The interests of a third party which has
supplied the information requested without that
party being under, or being capable of being put
under, a legal obligation to do so, and where
that party does not consent to the release of the
material; or
(h) The environment to which the information
relates, such as the breeding sites of rare species.

These grounds for not disclosing informa-
tion shall be interpreted in a restrictive way, tak-
ing into account the public interest served by
disclosure and taking into account whether the
information relates to emissions and discharges
into the environment.

Article 11
International Cooperation

The Parties shall cooperate and, as appro-
priate, assist each other:
(a) In international actions in support of the ob-
jectives of this Protocol ;
(b) On request, in implementing national and
local plans in pursuance of this Protocol.

Article 12
Joint and Coordinated

International Action
In pursuance of article 11, subparagraph

(a), the Parties shall promote cooperation in in-
ternational action relating to:
(a) The development of commonly agreed tar-
gets for matters referred to in article 6, para-
graph 2;
(b) The development of indicators for the pur-
poses of article 7, paragraph 1 (b), to show how
far action on water-related disease has been
successful in preventing, controlling and reduc-
ing such disease;
(c) The establishment of joint or coordinated
systems for surveillance and early-warning sys-
tems, contingency plans and response capaci-
ties as part of, or to complement, the national
systems maintained in accordance with article 8
for the purpose of responding to outbreaks and
incidents of water-related disease and signifi-
cant threats of such outbreaks and incidents,
especially from water-pollution incidents or ex-
treme weather events;
(d) Mutual assistance in responding to out-
breaks and incidents of water-related disease
and significant threats of such outbreaks and in-
cidents, especially from water-pollution inci-
dents or extreme weather events;

(e) The development of integrated information
systems and databases, exchange of informa-
tion and sharing of technical and legal knowl-
edge and experience;
(f) The prompt and clear notification by the
competent authorities of one Party to the corre-
sponding authorities of other Parties which may
be affected of:
(i) Outbreaks and incidents of water-related
disease, and
(ii) Significant threats of such outbreaks and
incidents which have been identified;
(g) The exchange of information on effective
means of disseminating to the public information
about water-related disease.

Article 13
Cooperation in Relation to

Transboundary Waters
1.Where any Parties border the same

transboundary waters, as a complement to their
other obligations under articles 11 and 12, they
shall cooperate and, as appropriate, assist each
other to prevent, control and reduce transbound-
ary effects of water-related disease. In particu-
lar, they shall:
(a) Exchange information and share know-
ledge about the transboundary waters and the
problems and risks which they present with the
other Parties bordering the same waters;
(b) Endeavour to establish with the other Par-
ties bordering the same transboundary waters
joint or coordinated water-management plans
in accordance with article 6, paragraph 5 (b),
and surveillance and early-warning systems
and contingency plans in accordance with ar-
ticle 8, paragraph 1, for the purpose of re-
sponding to outbreaks and incidents of water-
related disease and significant threats of
such outbreaks and incidents, especially from
water-pollution incidents or extreme weather
events;
(c) On the basis of equality and reciprocity,
adapt their agreements and other arrangements
regarding their transboundary waters in order to
eliminate any contradictions with the basic prin-
ciples of this Protocol and to define their mutual
relations and conduct regarding the aims of this
Protocol;
(d) Consult each other, at the request of any
one of them, on the significance of any adverse
effect on human health which may constitute a
water-related disease.
2. Where the Parties concerned are Parties to
the Convention, the cooperation and assistance
in respect of any transboundary effects of water-
related disease which are transboundary im-
pacts shall take place in accordance with the
provisions of the Convention.

Article 14
International Support for

National Action
When cooperating and assisting each other

in the implementation of national and local plans
in pursuance of article 11, subparagraph (b), the
Parties shall, in particular, consider how they
can best help to promote:
(a) Preparation of water-management plans in
transboundary, national and/or local contexts
and of schemes for improving water supply and
sanitation;
(b) Improved formulation of projects, especially
infrastructure projects, in pursuance of such
plans and schemes, in order to facilitate access
to sources of finance;
(c) Effective execution of such projects;
(d) Establishment of systems for surveillance
and early-warning systems, contingency plans

and response capacities in relation to water-re-
lated disease;
(e) Preparation of legislation needed to sup-
port the implementation of this Protocol;
(f) Education and training of key professional
and technical staff;
(g) Research into, and development of, cost-
effective means and techniques for prevent-
ing, controlling and reducing water-related dis-
ease;
(h) Operation of effective networks to monitor
and assess the provision and quality of water-
related services, and development of integrated
information systems and databases;
(i) Achievement of quality assurance for moni-
toring activities, including inter-laboratory com-
parability.

Article 15
Review of Compliance

The Parties shall review the compliance of
the Parties with the provisions of this Protocol
on the basis of the reviews and assessments re-
ferred to in article 7. Multilateral arrangements
of a non-confrontational, non-judicial and con-
sultative nature for reviewing compliance shall
be established by the Parties at their first meet-
ing. These arrangements shall allow for appro-
priate public involvement.

Article 16
Meeting of the Parties

1. The first meeting of the Parties shall be
convened no later than eighteen months after
the date of the entry into force of this Protocol.
Thereafter, ordinary meetings shall be held at
regular intervals to be determined by the Par-
ties, but at least every three years, except in
so far as other arrangements are necessary
to achieve the aims of paragraph 2 of this arti-
cle. The Parties shall hold an extraordinary
meeting if they so decide in the course of an
ordinary meeting or at the written request of any
Party, provided that, within six months of it being
communicated to all Parties, the said request
is supported by at least one third of the Parties.
2. Where possible, ordinary meetings of the
Parties shall be held in conjunction with the
meetings of the Parties to the Convention.
3. At their meetings, the Parties shall keep
under continuous review the implementation of
this Protocol, and, with this purpose in mind,
shall:
(a) Review the policies for and methodological
approaches to the prevention, control and re-
duction of water-related disease, promote their
convergence, and strengthen transboundary
and international cooperation in accordance
with articles 11, 12, 13 and 14;
(b) Evaluate progress in implementing this Pro-
tocol on the basis of information provided by the
Parties in accordance with guidelines estab-
lished by the Meeting of the Parties. Such
guidelines shall avoid duplication of effort in re-
porting requirements;
(c) Be kept informed on progress made in the
implementation of the Convention;
(d) Exchange information with the Meeting of
the Parties to the Convention, and consider the
possibilities for joint action with it;
(e) Seek, where appropriate, the services of
relevant bodies of the Economic Commission for
Europe and of the Regional Committee for Eu-
rope of the World Health Organization;
(f) Establish the modalities for the participation
of other competent international governmental
and non-governmental bodies in all meetings
and other activities pertinent to the achievement
of the purposes of this Protocol;
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(g) Consider the need for further provisions on
access to information, public participation in de-
cision-making and public access to judicial and
administrative review of decisions within the
scope of this Protocol, in the light of experience
gained on these matters in other international
forums;
(h) Establish a programme of work, including
projects to be carried out jointly under this Pro-
tocol and the Convention, and set up any bodies
needed to implement this programme of work;
(i) Consider and adopt guidelines and recom-
mendations which promote the implementation
of the provisions of this Protocol;
(j) At the first meeting, consider and by con-
sensus adopt rules of procedure for their meet-
ings. These rules of procedure shall contain
provision to promote harmonious cooperation
with the Meeting of the Parties to the Conven-
tion;
(k) Consider and adopt proposals for amend-
ments to this Protocol;
(l) Consider and undertake any additional ac-
tion that may be required for the achievement of
the purposes of this Protocol.

Article 17
Secretariat

1. The Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Europe and the Regional Direc-
tor of the Regional Office for Europe of the
World Health Organization shall carry out the
following secretariat functions for this Protocol:
(a) The convening and preparing of meetings
of the Parties;
(b) The transmission to the Parties of reports
and other information received in accordance
with the provisions of this Protocol;
(c) The performance of such other functions as
may be determined by the Meeting of the Par-
ties on the basis of available resources.
2. The Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Europe and the Regional Direc-
tor of the Regional Office for Europe of the
World Health Organization shall:
(a) Set out details of their work-sharing ar-
rangements in a Memorandum of Understand-
ing, and inform the Meeting of the Parties ac-
cordingly;
(b) Report to the Parties on the elements of,
and the modalities for carrying out, the pro-
gramme of work referred to in article 16, para-
graph 3.

Article 18
Amendments to the Protocol

1. Any Party may propose amendments to this
Protocol.
2. Proposals for amendments to this Protocol
shall be considered at a meeting of the Parties.
3. The text of any proposed amendment to
this Protocol shall be submitted in writing to the
secretariat, which shall communicate it to all
Parties at least ninety days before the meeting
at which it is proposed for adoption.
4. An amendment to this Protocol shall be
adopted by consensus of the representatives of
the Parties present at the meeting. The adopted
amendment shall be communicated by the sec-
retariat to the Depositary, who shall circulate it
to all Parties for their acceptance. The amend-
ment shall enter into force for the Parties which
have accepted it on the ninetieth day after the
date on which two thirds of those Parties have
deposited with the Depositary their instruments
of acceptance of the amendment. The amend-
ment shall enter into force for any other Party on

the ninetieth day after the date on which that
Party deposits its instrument of acceptance of
the amendment.

Article 19
Right to Vote

1. Except as provided for in paragraph 2 of
this article, each Party shall have one vote.
2. Regional economic integration organi-
zations, in matters within their competence,
shall exercise their right to vote with a number
of votes equal to the number of their member
States which are Parties. Such organizations
shall not exercise their right to vote if their
member States exercise theirs, and vice versa.

Article 20
Settlement of Disputes

1. If a dispute arises between two or more Par-
ties about the interpretation or application of this
Protocol, they shall seek a solution by negotiation
or by any other means of dispute settlement
acceptable to the parties to the dispute.
2. When signing, ratifying, accepting, approv-
ing or acceding to this Protocol, or at any time
thereafter, a Party may declare in writing to the
Depositary that for a dispute not resolved in ac-
cordance with paragraph 1 of this article, it ac-
cepts one of the following means of dispute set-
tlement as compulsory in relation to any Party
accepting the same obligation:
(a) Where the Parties are Parties to the Conven-
tion, and have accepted as compulsory in relation
to each other one or both of the means of dispute
settlement provided in the Convention, the settle-
ment of the dispute in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Convention for the settlement of
disputes arising in connection with the Convention;
(b) In any other case, the submission of the
dispute to the International Court of Justice, un-
less the Parties agree to arbitration or some oth-
er form of dispute resolution.

Article 21
Signature

This Protocol shall be open for signature
in London on … June 1999 on the occasion of
the Third Ministerial Conference on Environ-
ment and Health, and thereafter at United
Nations Headquarters in New York until 18 June
2000, by States members of the Economic
Commission for Europe, by States members of
the Regional Committee for Europe of the World
Health Organization, by States having consul-
tative status with the Economic Commission for
Europe pursuant to paragraph 8 of Economic
and Social Council resolution 36 (IV) of
28 March 1947, and by regional economic
integration organizations constituted by sover-
eign States members of the Economic Com-
mission for Europe or members of the Regional
Committee for Europe of the World Health
Organization to which their member States
have transferred competence over matters gov-
erned by this Protocol, including the compe-
tence to enter into treaties in respect of these
matters.

Article 22
Ratification, Acceptance, Approval 

and Accession
1. This Protocol shall be subject to ratifica-
tion, acceptance or approval by signatory States
and regional economic integration organiza-
tions.

2. This Protocol shall be open for accession
by the States and organizations referred to in ar-
ticle 21.
3. Any organization referred to in article 21
which becomes a Party without any of its mem-
ber States being a Party shall be bound by all
the obligations under this Protocol. In the case
of such organizations, one or more of whose
member States is a Party, the organization and
its member States shall decide on their respec-
tive responsibilities for the performance of their
obligations under this Protocol. In such cases,
the organization and the member States shall
not be entitled to exercise rights under this Pro-
tocol concurrently.
4. In their instruments of ratification, accep-
tance, approval or accession, the regional eco-
nomic integration organizations referred to in ar-
ticle 21 shall declare the extent of their compe-
tence with respect to the matters governed by
this Protocol. These organizations shall also in-
form the Depositary of any substantial modifica-
tion to the extent of their competence.
5. The instruments of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 23
Entry into Force

1. This Protocol shall enter into force on the
ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the six-
teenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, ap-
proval or accession.
2. For the purposes of paragraph 1 of this arti-
cle, any instrument deposited by a regional eco-
nomic integration organization shall not be
counted as additional to those deposited by
States members of such an organization.
3. For each State or organization referred to in
article 21 which ratifies, accepts or approves
this Protocol or accedes thereto after the depos-
it of the sixteenth instrument of ratification, ac-
ceptance, approval or accession, the Protocol
shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after
the date of deposit by such State or organization
of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, ap-
proval or accession.

Article 24
Withdrawal

At any time after three years from the date
on which this Protocol has come into force with
respect to a Party, that Party may withdraw from
the Protocol by giving written notification to the
Depositary. Any such withdrawal shall take ef-
fect on the ninetieth day after the date of its re-
ceipt by the Depositary.

Article 25
Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall act as the Depositary of this Pro-
tocol.

Article 26
AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The original of this Protocol, of which the
English, French, German and Russian texts are
equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

In Witness Whereof the undersigned, be-
ing duly authorized thereto, have signed this
Protocol.

Done in London, this 17th day of June one
thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine. r
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