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Book review: 

C.P. Page, K.H. Banner, D. Spina (edts): Cellular mechanisms in airways inflammation. 
Birkhäuser Verlag AG, Basel, Berlin, Boston, 2000, 228 CHF, ISBN: 3-7643-5852-1 

Airways inflammation comprises a broad spectrum of diseases such as bronchial asthma,
chronic obstructive lung disease, acute bronchitis and bronchiolitis, idiopathic pulmonary
fibrosis, or emphysema. There is no doubt, that cellular sociology and its disturbance plays an
important role in the development, course, and treatment of these diseases. The textbook tries
to follow this general aspect. The first chapter gives a detailed review of the composition and
integrity of pulmonary cells with specific focus on cells involved in cellular defense mechanism.
The next chapters describe the role of basophils, platelets, neutrophils, eosinophils, fibroblasts,
macrophages, and endothelial cells in respect to their contribution to disease and participation
in different inflammatory processes. The described functions include morphological
(neighborhood) and interactive aspects, the role of information transfer by transmitters and
receptors, and extracellular components such as the different types of collagen. The textbook
includes numerous references, and is written in an easy-to-understand manner. The included
histological images demonstrate clearly the characteristic findings discussed in the text.

The textbook can be recommended to all colleagues who want to become informed about the
latest and important aspects of inflammatory airways diseases, their development and potential
new strategies for therapeutic intervention. This includes clinical aspects, morphological
findings, and molecular biological data.

 

Klaus Kayser
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