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This special issue of Education for Information focuses on innovative pedagogies
and informed teaching for the LIS profession. The eight articles in this issue show
clear evidence that professors, instructors, librarians, and educational staff are re-
flecting on their practice and working to improve that practice. In short, they are
engaging in action research.

Action research is research which has direct workplace application [2, p. 54]. Nof-
fke identifies three areas within action research that help to differentiate it from other
research methods: “the professional, the personal, and the political” [1, p. 7]. Pro-
fessionally, action research extends the definition of ‘teacher’ to include conducting
research, reflecting on practice, and creating a new ‘way of knowing’. The personal
dimension is manifest in the professional development of action researchers. Po-
litically, action research is used to connect classroom practice with social justice
concerns and highlight the contributions of marginalized populations. Action re-
search “embodies various epistemologies, varied ways of establishing its knowledge
claims” [1, p. 21].

Action research is “an inherently local activity – it derives its primary impulse
from the needs of people in a locality” [1, p. 18]. Most of the authors of these arti-
cles issue focus on students and classrooms in their particular institutions, and they
make conclusions based on those groups, their needs, and their abilities. Articles
in this issue cover a variety of levels, from information literacy delivery in freshman
seminars and undergraduate courses in informatics to graduate-level LIS courses and
professional development MOOCs. Many of the articles deal with the need to enrich
online instruction. While results are not generalizable in a quantitative sense, the in-
terventions used may well be adopted by other instructors in similar situations, or
may spark ideas for solving problematic teaching situations.
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