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EDITORIAL 

PERIHEMORHEOLOGY RATHER THAN PARAHEMORHEOLOGY 

Alfred L. Copley 

Laboratory of Biorheology, Polytechnic University 

Brooklyn, New York 11201, USA 

Two years ago I introduced the term parahemorheology (1-5) in 

order to distinguish the rheology in the perivascular spaces, across 

the parenchymal cell membranes, and that of the lymph, its channels 

or lymphatics and their walls from the rheology of the vessel-blood 

organ (6), its constituents and the processes involved in both its 

two portions as well as in their interrelations (1). 

However, the use of the term parahemorheology has been criti­

cized, because the prefix para implies that the rheology of fluids 

and structures in the perivascular spaces is secondary and less im­

portant than that of the vessel-blood organ. It is also imprecise, 

once it does not refer to the fluids and structures being consider­

ed. By contrast, the term perihemorheology implies the rheology of 

fluids and structures in the perivascular spaces, because the Greek 

prefix peri means around, encircling, or surrounding. 

Perihemorheology can likewise be considered as an abbreviation 

of two fields of biorheology in close contact, viz., hemorheology 

and the rheology occurring in the perivascular spaces. The term 

perihemorheology thus implies also the exchanges of rheological 

processes between the vessel-blood organ and its surrounding tis­

sues, as well as in reverse. 
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