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of global stewardship. And this, of course,
is also a political challenge.
This stewardship must come from
countries big and small, rich and poor. It
would mean that the more industrialized
countries re-examine their consumption
and production patterns. It would mean that
in our effort to eradicate poverty, we look
at democratic governance, institution-building and community-based development. It
would mean upholding international commitments to provide developing countries
with the finance and technology they need.
And it would mean placing the advancement of women and the education of girls
at the very centre of these efforts. In short,
sustainable development requires the
equal treatment of the three pillars of
sustainability: economic growth, social development and environmental protection.
Next year in Johannesburg, at the
World Summit on Sustainable Development, world leaders will have an opportunity to show that they take the idea of stewardship seriously. But they need not wait
until then; indeed, they must not. One immediate test of resolve is the Kyoto Protocol, which aims to reduce greenhouse
emissions, but which has yet to enter into
force.
The burden of leadership at this juncture falls on the industrialized countries,

and in particular the United States, the
European Union and Japan. They are responsible for most of the world’s past and
present carbon emissions. And they are
best placed, both economically and technologically, to move ahead with their own
reductions and with assistance for the developing world. To abandon this process
now would set back the global climate strategy for many years.
At the same time, even as we look to
the industrialized countries to take the lead,
developing countries themselves can do
more.
First, they can make sure that environmental issues are fully integrated into mainstream economic and social policy.
Second, companies and entrepreneurs
in developing countries should explore the
new business opportunities that changes
in climate policy will make available. Green
technologies offer some of the brightest
business opportunities of the new century.
Third, developing countries should prepare projects for the “clean development
mechanism”, a key element of the Kyoto
Protocol that will allow industrialized countries to gain emissions credits by making
climate-friendly investments in the developing world.
Finally, developing countries should
consider their own contributions to the glo-
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bal climate strategy. Developing countries
will be doing themselves no favours if they,
too, pursue a path of industrialization which
before long proves unsustainable.
Sustainable development will not happen of its own accord. We need a break
with the harmful practices of the past and
a break in the political stalemate that prevails on too many environmental issues.
There is some good news to report. I
don’t want to sound too gloomy. Public
awareness has grown. Civil society is engaged. The private sector is beginning to
seize the opportunities of green technology. Partnerships are being formed. The
global machinery of policy-making and
governance is moving in the right direction. We have the human and material resources to place our economies on more
sustainable footing.
But the bottom line is that the challenges of sustainability are overwhelming
our responses. In the past, we could afford a long gestation period before undertaking major environmental policy initiatives. Today the time for a well-planned transition to a sustainable system is running
out. We may be moving in the right direction, but we are moving too slowly. We are
failing in our responsibility to future generations, and even to the present one.”

CAMRE
Abu Dhabi Declaration
– Perspective of Arab Environmental Action* –
The Arab Ministers Responsible for the
Environment meeting in Abu Dhabi, in a
Special Session of their Council (CAMRE)
on 9 Dhu’l-qa’ada 1421H) (3 February
2001) and on the occasion of the International Conference and Exhibition – Environment 2001 in Abu Dhabi;
Having: reviewed the report on Perspectives of Environmental Action in the
Arab World which was prepared upon an
initiative of and support from the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and with generous support from the United
Arab Emirates;
Emphasizing: the growing concern for
the environment, both at the Arab and Global levels, clearly reflected in the declarations on environment and development issued by their first meeting in Tunis, 1986
and their meeting in Cairo, 1991 and at the
Earth Summit (Rio 1992), as well as the
decisions and commitments included in the
Rio Declaration of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(the Earth summit – Rio de Janeiro, 1992),
the recommendations and declarations
relating to environmental issues adopted
by the various international conferences
that followed the Earth Summit up to the
Conferences held in Malmö and Abuja in
the year 2000.
Recognizing: that the Arab Region
stands at the threshold of a new century
*

See page 163.

and a new millennium, during which the
world will witness developments of profound impact on various aspects of life, as
we know it today. The Region enters this
era having realized significant and far
reaching achievements in the development
of Arab society during the past century
reflected in improvement in human health,
education, socio-economic standards and
the environment. They recognize, in particular, achievements in institutional building, legislation, environmental education
and training, the use of environmentally
friendly technologies as well as Arab active involvement and contribution to regional and global environmental agreements and programmes.
This process of accelerated development has had its impact on the environment. This has raised of late, the issue of
achieving the optimum linkage between
development imperatives, eradicating poverty and protecting the environment. This
has revealed several negative aspects
have been identified, and in particular the
fact that development and raising living
standards without concern for the environment resulted in intensive exploitation of
natural resources and pollution levels beyond the capacity of nature to promote a
healthy and safe environment conducive
to achieving sustainable development fulfilling the aspirations of the Arab people.
This calls for the adoption of more effective approaches in development based on
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the rational use of natural resources, renewable and non-renewable, as well as
their protection from pollution.
Realizing: that achieving sustainable
development, faces two main challenges.
First, the continuing increase in population
which represents a real threat in the longrun if maintained at current rates together
with the imbalance in population density
between urban, rural and “badia” areas at
the national and regional levels. Second,
the limitation of many natural resources in
Arab countries and the deterioration of their
quality.
Noting: that while we have today reasonable expertise regarding current environmental problems, whether in understanding or dealing with them, yet the
number of environmental experts is still
smaller in numbers and shorter in experience than needed and our environmental
institutions are still young with limited experience, currently facing difficult and complex challenges.
Recognizing: that most of the current
urgent environmental issues are the same
as those of the last century, while increased
in intensity and varied in priority from one
place to another. The last few decades have
witnessed negative impacts on the environment resulting from accelerated industrial development and expansion of urbanization that have led to deterioration of infrastructures in most Arab countries, increases in air pollution levels, land degra-
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dation, pollution of marine and coastal areas, deterioration of fisheries and loss of
biodiversity. Today, all these negative impacts are much more pronounced and
more acute than half a century ago.
Recalling: that the last few years have
witnessed greater interest among Arab citizens in environmental problems and a realization that, if allowed to continue, they
will represent a real threat to the future of
development efforts. This has prompted
decision makers to consolidate these encouraging orientations and to nurture this
emerging concern for the environment
among the Arab citizens and encourage
their participation in addressing them.
Recognizing: that there is an urgent
need to develop a strategy and a clear vision for the future of Arab environmental
action to face current and future challenges
in the first two decades of the new century.
Convinced: that this calls for greater
understanding of the current state of the
environment, the magnitude and direction
of changes resulting from pressures of
development activities, their driving forces
and their impacts on human health, natural resources and national economies.
Based on this, priorities and areas for action can be identified and the perspectives
of Arab environmental action can be established.
Stressing: the fact that globalization,
trade liberalization, advances in information technology, the growing role of civil
society and public participation in decision
making and the shift towards decentralization represent the major development at
the global scene, in addition to global environmental issues, that have direct impact
on the Arab Region.
Declare
First: There is an urgent need for alleviation of poverty and improvement of living standards and economic conditions of
the Arab citizen through programmes of
sustainable development one of whose
corner stones is environmental protection
and the rational use of natural resources.
Second: The priority environmental
problems facing the Arab world at the beginning of the twenty first century are:
–
Severe shortage of water resources
and deterioration of their quality;
–
Limitation of available lands and deterioration of their quality;
–
Irrational consumption of natural resources;
–
Increasing urbanization and its consequent problems;
–
Deterioration of marine and coastal
areas and wetlands.
Third: Achieving our objectives calls
for a new strategy based , first, on identification of areas of strength and weakness
as revealed by past experience, and second on deeper understanding of global
developments in the various fields of environmental action.
The Arab Ministers emphasize that
such a strategy must be built on the following principles:
1. Working simultaneously on two time
frames: Since environmental problems vary
in causes and their present and future consequences, it is neither possible nor useful to address them all at once. This calls
for the formulation of environmental rehabilitation and protection plans on two time
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frames. First, the short term would deal
with the most urgent problems, and which
have a real chance of success. This would
reinforce the credibility of environmental institutions and generate more resources to
deal effectively with the harder problems,
at greater depth and on a more sustainable basis. The second, the long term, requires more resources to allow for in-depth
studies aiming at the identification of solutions and the provision of conditions that
are conducive to the effective implementation of such solutions.
2. Starting with the elimination of the
causes of environmental degradation before attempting to their impacts, Dealing
with the impacts without eliminating the
causes is a waste of effort, time and resources. However, when the impacts become acute, it is necessary to address both
simultaneously. It is clear that such situations constitute a heavy burden on society, thus confirming the danger of rolling
over environmental problems, or either
from place to place, or from time to time.
Experience of other countries has shown
that such policies can only lead to greater
costs that could be avoided by dealing with
environmental problems at an early stage.
3. Applying modern environmental accounting methods, which provide decision
makers, with clear comparisons between
the cost of investing in the environment and
the magnitude of the losses resulting from
failure to include the environmental dimension in the feasibility studies of development projects.
4. Adopting the “Cleaner Production”
strategy in its comprehensive sense, starting from the rational use of natural resources, eliminating hazardous substances, maximizing the efficiency of design and production processes and minimizing emissions, effluents and wastes in
production and use to levels that are within
the carrying capacity of the environment.
Cleaner Production also includes the effective environmental management of
wastes as well as consideration of changing the consumption patterns that have created the social demand of a particular product or service.
5. Taking adequate measures that ensure that Arab countries become active
partners in the efforts to develop advanced
technologies related to improving the environment. There are today many initiatives
seeking to achieve important and promising results in dealing with chronic environmental problems related to providing the
natural resources needed for development
projects, and in particular renewable resources, the reduction of levels of
pollutions, whether in production or use,
improving the effectively of recycling
wastes or disposing of them in safer ways.
The Arab Region is called upon to keep up
these efforts and to participate actively in
them ,concentrating on the urgent problems mentioned above.
6. Capacity building and institutional development through:
a) Development of human resources at
all levels and in all fields of the environment of expertise at an unprecedented intensity.
b) Review of curricula at all levels of education with a view to making the environment an integral component in our education system, in an effort to bring up a generation that is aware of its responsibility
towards the environment, whose environ-

mental awareness is based on sound understanding of environmental issues, which
respects the limits of nature and which
spares no effort in protecting the environment in whatever career they choose in life.
c) Encouraging Arab media to show
greater concern, in depth analysis and clarity in their coverage of environmental issues addressed to Arab citizens with a view
of sensitizing them to environmental problems and encouraging them to support efforts of protecting the environment and to
be guardians of these efforts.
d) Enabling civil society to participate
more effectively in environmental decision
making to ensure effective support to such
decisions, with greater emphasis on the
role of women and the family.
e) Further develop the environmental institutions, benefiting from the experience
of other nations and guided by our social
values and cultural heritage.
f)
Strengthening the modes of operation
of the Council to ensure fulfillment of its
objectives within the current and future global and regional development.
7. Achieving a qualitative jump in the efforts of scientific research and technology
development institutions so as to provide
the scientific underpinning and technological experience to effectively address environmental problems that have accumulated
over the years.
8. Indignization of water desalination
techniques and production of reverse osmosis membranes, applying at the same
time techniques of water resource management that ensure the balance between supply and demand.
Fourth: To be guided in the implementation of environmental programmes and
projects for the coming two decades by
options identified in the “Perspectives of
Arab Environmental Action” report considered as a working manual for achieving the
objectives of this Declaration.
Fifth: Stress the need for undertaking
effective measures to support the environmental administrations in Arab countries
and their supporting activities and to seek
the necessary funding for carrying out their
duties. In this context the Ministers:
a) Welcome the interest shown by the
Arab leaders in environmental issues and
look forward to the inclusion of preparations for the Rio+10 Summit in the agenda
of the next summit to be held in Amman,
Jordan. They also look forward to the environment becoming a fixed items on the
agenda of future summits.
b) Welcome further the endorsement by
the 7th Islamic Summit (16 Shaban 1421
H, 12-16 November 2000 in Doha) of the
Jeddah Declaration issued by the International Forum on the Environment from an
Islamic Perspective (25-28 Rajab 1421 H,
22-25 October 2000) and the call for adopting the recommendations of the Forum as
a basis for complementing the regional and
global environmental programmes so as
to reflect an Islamic perspective of the environment.
c) Stress the necessity of securing permanent sources of funding for addressing
current and future environmental problems.
This requires the establishment of an Arab
mechanism to fund environment investments at the national and regional levels
in addition to cooperation and partnership
with industrialized countries and regional
and international financing institutions, realizing that returns on investments in the
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environment far exceed the return on other
investments.
d) Emphasize the importance of sound
preparation for the Rio+10 Summit. Such
preparation should include the drafting of
a comprehensive report that reflects the
expectations of the region, reviews what
has been achieved in the past 10 years in
the area of the environment, outlines the
main objectives and assesses the human
and financial resources required. In this
context it is essential to convene a joint
ministerial meeting for the Arab ministers
of environment, economy, finance and
planning to decide on the issues to be
raised at Rio+10. It is also essential to exchange views on these issues with their
African and Muslim counterparts with a

view to formulating coordinated positions
and if possible unified stands which will
have an impact on the debate at the Summit.
e) Call for closer cooperation in this field
with developing countries (Group of 77 and
China) and regional and International organizations concerned with issues of the
environment.
Sixth: Emphasize the importance of
enhancing cooperation with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
as the UN body responsible for the environment, calling upon UNEP to provide further support to CAMRE in accordance with
the Jeddah Regional MOU (May 1999) so
as to strengthen Arab Environmental Action and increase CAMRE’s involvement
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in the global environmental programmes.
In this context, they call upon UN Secretary- General and the international community to contribute generously to the Environment Fund to enable UNEP to sustain its regional and global programmes.
Seventh: Welcome the hosting of the
Kingdom of Morocco of the Seventh Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and call for support to
Morocco for achieving a successful conference.
Eighth: The Arab Ministers will monitor the implementation of this Declaration
through the regular sessions of CAMRE.

UN/CHR /57th Session
The Right to Development*
– Extracts –
The Commission on Human Rights,
Guided by the Charter of the United
Nations, expressing in particular the determination to promote social progress and
better standards of life in larger freedom
as well as to employ international mechanisms for the promotion of the economic
and social advancement of all peoples,
Recalling all its previous resolutions
relating to the right to development, in particular resolutions 1996/15, 1997/72, 1998/
72, 1999/79 and 2000/5, as well as those
of the General Assembly, and welcoming
Assembly resolution 55/108,
Recalling also that the Declaration on
the Right to Development adopted by the
General Assembly in its resolution 41/128
of 4 December 1986 confirmed that the
right to development is an inalienable human right and that equality of opportunity
for development is a prerogative both of
nations and of individuals, who make up
nations,
...
Taking note of the three studies prepared by the independent expert on the
right to development and his proposed
possible approaches to the operationalization of the right to development,
...
Welcoming the commitment made by
heads of State and Government in the
United Nations Millennium Declaration to
make the right to development a reality for
everyone and their resolve to create an
environment – at the national and global
levels alike – which is conducive to development and to the elimination of poverty,
and their commitment to spare no effort to
promote good governance and democracy
and to strengthen the rule of law as well
as respect for all universally recognized
human rights and fundamental freedoms,
*
E/CN.4/RES/2001/9. Adopted by a roll-call
vote of 48 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions. 18 April
2001. See also page 129.

including the right to development,
Underlining that meeting the objectives of good governance also depends on
good governance at the international level
and on transparency in the financial, monetary and trading systems and an open,
equitable, rules-based, predictable and
non-discriminatory multilateral trading and
financial system,
Underlining also the fact that realization of the right to development requires
effective development policies at the national level as well as equitable economic
relations and a favourable economic environment at the international level,
...
Recalling the need for coordination
and cooperation throughout the United Nations system for a more effective promotion and realization of the right to development,
...
1. Welcomes the holding of two sessions of the open-ended Working Group
on the Right to Development (18-22 September 2000 and 29 January – 2 February
2001) which focused on certain issues, as
reflected in the report of the open-ended
Working Group, and emphasizes the need
to continue deliberations on the right to
development in all its aspects, inter alia on
the basis of the report of the open-ended
Working Group and the Chairperson’s conclusions, as well as comments submitted
thereon;
2. Emphasizes that on the basis of the
text of the Declaration on the Right to Development of 1986, several resolutions and
declarations adopted by consensus at subsequent international conferences and the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action of 1993, it should now be possible
to reach consensus on the full implementation of the right to development;
3. Expresses its appreciation of the reports of the independent expert and his additional work on and clarifications of the
“development compact” proposal, which
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contributed to a better understanding of this
proposal, while recognizing that further
clarification is still needed;
4. Recognizes that any “development
compact” would be of a voluntary nature
for all parties involved and that its content
would be defined on a case-by-case basis
and be adapted to the priorities and realities of any country willing to conclude such
a compact, which would need the adherence and the support of all international
actors involved in its implementation;
5. Requests the independent expert to
clarify further the proposed “development
compact”, taking into consideration views
expressed during the two sessions of the
Working Group and in broad consultation
with the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights and United Nations funds
and programmes, as well as specialized
agencies, relevant international and regional
organizations, non-governmental organizations and, in particular, those actors and
States interested in developing pilot projects
in this regard, keeping in mind:
(a) The ongoing bilateral, regional and
multilateral development cooperation programmes;
(b) The formulation of an operational
model for the “development compact”;
(c) The views of concerned international
organizations and agencies and relevant
regional institutions and actors;
(d) The need to ensure its added value
to and complementarity with the relevant
existing mechanisms;
(e) The need to address and remedy the
national and international dimensions of
corruption;
(f) The need for country-specific studies
both from a national and an international
perspective;
6. Reaffirms that States have the primary responsibility for the creation of national and international conditions favourable to the realization of the right to development and that they are committed to cooperating with each other to that end;

