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CAMRE
Call for a Sustainable Development Strategy
The Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment
met on 3 February 2001 in Abu Dhabi, for a Special Session of their Council (CAMRE), held on the occasion of
the International Conference and Exhibition – Environment 2001.
A report was reviewed on the Perspectives of Environmental Action in the Arab World, which was prepared on
the initiative of and with support from the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and with generous support from the United Arab Emirates.
The Meeting concluded with the Abu Dhabi Declaration (see page 182). In this the States declare, first, the
urgent need for the alleviation of poverty and improvement of living standards and economic conditions of the
Arab citizen through programmes of sustainable development, “one of whose cornerstones is environmental protection and the rational use of natural resources”, and,
second, that the most urgent environmental problems fac-

ing the Arab world at the beginning of the twenty-first
century are:
– “severe shortages of water resources and deterioration of their quality;
– limitation of available lands and deterioration of
their quality;
– irrational consumption of natural resources;
– increasing urbanisation and its consequent problems; and
– deterioration of marine and coastal areas and
wetlands.”
Third, the Ministers call for a new strategy to achieve
their objectives based, inter alia, on identification of areas of strength and weakness as revealed by past experience. The Declaration then details the principles on which
such a strategy must be based.

Arab Meeting on Environment
The Executive Board of the Council of Arab Environment Ministers held its 26th Meeting from 22–24 May in
Rabat, Morocco. The Ministers discussed a set of issues
related to the projected Arab free trade area, trade and
environment, as well as the impact of the Abu Dhabi Declaration on Arab Action in the field of environment (see
above and on page 182).

The Meeting also considered preparations for the 2002
Earth Summit in Johannesburg, the meeting on climate
change to be held in Marrakesh in November 2001, and
the enforcement by Arab countries of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone-Layer.

EHP for Diplomacy
Second Award Ceremony
On 13 March 2001, practitioners of environmental law
and other interested individuals assembled at Pace University School of Law in White Plains, New York, for the
award of the Elizabeth Haub Prize for Environmental Diplomacy. This award was first conferred on 11 May 1999
to Razali Ismail of Malaysia and Bo Kjéllen of Sweden
(see Environmental Policy and Law, Vol. 31 No. 1 (2001),
p. 171-177). Unlike the Elizabeth Haub Prize for Environmental Law, established in 1973, which recognises
exceptional services to the academic field of international
environmental law, this recently created Prize (which is
also sponsored by the Elizabeth Haub Foundations for

Environmental Law and Policy Canada and USA) is intended to honour individuals for their contributions to international environmental policy. They will have distinguished themselves in a national diplomatic corps or in
the civil service, or an international inter-governmental
or non-governmental organisation and will have contributed substantially to the negotiations of international environmental agreements.
Jury Members who select the candidates deserving of
the Award are chosen by the International Council of Environmental Law (ICEL) and Pace University School of
Law. The two criteria for considering a candidate are: “(1)
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