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Mitochondria and Neurodegenerative

Diseases

Xiongwei Zhu, M. Flint Beal, Xinglong Wang, George Perry and Mark A. Smith

There is increasing recognition of the importance of
mitochondria in neurodegenerative disorders. In fact,
over the past twenty years or so, mitochondria dysfunc-
tion has risen from end stage epiphenomenon through
intermediate modulator to a realization that it may be
a primary effector of disease. This rise in prominence
has been driven by a series of innovative research ob-
servations, including many by authors contributing to
this special issue of the Journal of Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease. In fact, it is no overstatement that in this special
issue on mitochondria and neurodegeneration, we have

been fortunate to gather some of the most foremost ex-
perts in the field to share up-to-date information con-
cerning new developments in this exciting area of re-
search as well as their therapeutic implications. We
thank these contributors for their scholarship and also
greatly appreciate the support of Medivation, Inc., es-
pecially Drs. Hank Mansbach and Andrew Protter, for
making this issue possible. It is our sincere hope that
this issue provesto be a timely resource to all those who
are interested in mitochondria in neurodegeneration.
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