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monitor a humanitarian law or disarmament treaty. The
landmine monitoring system had three major elements: a
global network; a public database; and the report itself.
The global reporting network included more than 80
researchers in over 80 countries providing comprehen-
sive information on the situation in every nation. The
public database was housed in Mines Action, Canada
and would be updated regularly. The report would be

provided to governments, the press and the public each
year at the annual meeting of States Parties. It contained:
information on every country; chapters on global mine
clearance; victim assistance programmes; the political
elements of production, stockpiling, trade and use of
anti-personnel mines; and included contributions from
United Nations agencies and the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC). r

Balkan Task Force
In support of the wider United Nations system effort

in the region, Klaus Töpfer, Executive-Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has
established a joint UNEP/UNCHS (UN Centre for
Human Settlements) Task Force on the Environment and
Human Settlements in the Balkans.

The broad-based joint Task Force will collect, collate,
and review available information on impacts on human
settlements and actual and potential environmental
impacts in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and neigh-
bouring countries. In cooperation with technical bodies
and relevant United Nations agencies, it will also identify

areas in need of assistance, and help actions to be taken in
the short, medium and long-term.

The Task Force will work in cooperation with gov-
ernments and inter-governmental and non-governmental
organisations, and particularly with the European Union
and the World Bank. On the basis of that information, a
prioritised action programe will be developed.

The Task Force is being chaired by UNEP’s Senior
Policy Advisor, Bakary Kante of Senegal, until Pekka
Haavisto, former Environment and Development Co-
operation Minister of Finland, takes the chair on 1 June.

r
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New Protocol on Water and Health
Europe’s Environment and Health Ministers met in

London from 16–18 June, 1999 for the Third Ministerial
Conference on Environment and Health.

In the run-up to this meeting, the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE), together
with the World Health Organisation’s Regional Office
for Europe (WHO/EURO) had drawn up a Protocol on
Water and Health to its Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Waters and International
Lakes. Ministers signed the Protocol (see page 200) dur-
ing an official ceremony on the 17 June, at the Queen
Elizabeth II Conference Centre.

The Convention* and its new Protocol were also the
subject of several workshops and side events during the
three-day meeting. NGOs, academics, representatives from
national water and health administrations and from interna-
tonal organisations came together to share their experiences.

The main objective of the new Protocol is to reduce
cross-border water pollution and to improve the quality
of drinking water in Europe, in order to further diminish
diseases which can be caused by polluted water. 

Opening Session
Delegates were addressed by Yves Berthelot of UN/

ECE, who reminded participants that one in seven
Europeans had no access to clean drinking water.
Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), spoke of the danger
of insufficient screening of chemicals and the danger
these posed when they entered the drinking water cycle.
Jürgen Trittin, German Minister for the Environment,
speaking also on behalf of the European Union, noted
the problems posed by pesticides in drinking water
and his hope that the Conference would give not only
the necessary impulses for action, but would also be
accompanied by the necessary political will and
strength.

Gro Harlem Brundtland, Executive Director of the
World Health Organisation, spoke of the problems con-
cerning transport and health due to noise and toxic
emissions. She noted the measures already proposed by
WHO to counteract this situation and hoped that they
could soon be implemented.
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