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First Conference of the Parties

The first meeting of States Parties to the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production
and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their
Destruction, concluded on 7 May, 1999, in Maputo,
Mozambique, with the adoption of a Final Declaration
(see page 182). The Convention, which came into force
on 1 March this year, by May 1999 had been signed by
135 countries and ratified by 80.

A total of some 1,200 people attended the five-day
Conference, including representatives of 108 countries.

In her address to the Conference, UN Deputy Secre-
tary-General Louise Fréchette, said that the Maputo
meeting was very important in order both to maintain
political momentum, secure more signatures and ratifi-
cations quickly and to ensure the Convention’s imple-
mentation. She noted that even after the coming into
force of the treaty, new mines are still being laid. Imple-
menting the treaty means not only eliminating the pro-
duction, stockpiling, use and transfer of anti-personnel
mines. Perhaps most important, she said, it means ensur-
ing the destruction of stockpiles as required by the Con-
vention.

Participants were reminded that some countries still
retain millions of mines and will need the help of the
international community in destroying them. Other
States Parties to the Convention with greater resources
and expertise have a special obligation to help.

In the “Maputo Declaration,” States Parties reaffirm
their unwavering commitment to the total eradication
of anti-personnel mines. They also renew their commit-
ment to the treaty’s universal adoption, and appeal for
technical assistance to mine-affected countries. States
Parties also stress the importance of assistance to land-
mine victims.

As further evidence of the international momentum
towards banning landmines, on 7 May, Chad became the
eightieth country to ratify the Convention. 

In the months preceding the Maputo meeting, exten-
sive work throughout the region helped to generate new
national campaigns – in Angola, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
Kenya and Somalia. Attention generated by the Confer-
ence, along with extensive work by national campaigns
resulted in unilateral ban decisions by South Africa and
Mozambique. Malawi and Swaziland announced their
support for the Ottawa process and their intention to sign
the treaty in December.

Landmine Monitor Report
The International Campaign to Ban Landmines pre-

sented its first report monitoring implementation of the
1997 Ottawa Convention at UN Headquarters on
20 May. The 1,100-page “Landmine Monitor Report

1999: Towards a Mine-Free World,” was launched at the
first meeting of States Parties to the Convention.

The report was presented by Jodi Williams – who
with the International Campaign was a co-recipient of
the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize – and Stephen Goose, Pro-
gramme Director of the Arms Division of Human Rights
Watch, who drew attention to the fact that the United
States was reserving the right to use anti-personnel land-
mines in joint NATO operations, despite the fact that 17
of NATO’s 19 members had signed the Ottawa Conven-
tion, which did not allow its States Parties to support vio-
lators. If the United States, as a non-signatory, were to
use anti-personnel landmines in joint NATO operations,
signatory countries would be put at risk if they failed to
intervene. Jodi Williams called for a NATO-wide policy
of not using anti-personnel landmines in any joint opera-
tions, while also noting that, in Kosovo, Serb forces were
using anti-personnel landmines, which affected refugees
and would affect their return.

The concept of the Landmine Monitor had developed
a year ago as a system whereby civil society would par-
ticipate in monitoring the Treaty, which contained lim-
ited verification measures. It was part of a global effort
to hold government accountable for their commitments
to the Treaty and their public statements, she said.

The Report notes that sixteen countries are currently
producing anti-personnel landmines or reserved the right
to do so, including the United States, China, the Russian
Federation and Singapore, but 38 countries have ceased
production altogether. China participated in the Maputo
Conference as an observer State, but the United States
attended in an unofficial capacity.

After Maputo, the International Campaign to Ban
Landmines had decided to target the United States for
several reasons. It was acknowledged that when that
country signed a treaty, it put its full wieight behind
compliance, and that would help to ensure that the inter-
national norm became firmly rooted.

The speaker recalled that two African signatories had
used anti-personnel landmines in 1998 – Senegal and
Guinea-Bissau – and Angola continued to do so.

The report chronicles compliance, as well as how
much money has been given to mine clearance and victim
assistance. It was created in the framework of government/
civil society cooperation and was offered in the spirit
of partnership. The campaign and the Treaty were not
designed to embarrass States or persons, but rather to
establish law and ensure compliance, Stephen Goose
said.

He stressed that the report was the first example of
non-governmental organisations and civil society com-
ing together in a coordinated and ongoing fashion to
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monitor a humanitarian law or disarmament treaty. The
landmine monitoring system had three major elements: a
global network; a public database; and the report itself.
The global reporting network included more than 80
researchers in over 80 countries providing comprehen-
sive information on the situation in every nation. The
public database was housed in Mines Action, Canada
and would be updated regularly. The report would be

provided to governments, the press and the public each
year at the annual meeting of States Parties. It contained:
information on every country; chapters on global mine
clearance; victim assistance programmes; the political
elements of production, stockpiling, trade and use of
anti-personnel mines; and included contributions from
United Nations agencies and the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC). r

Balkan Task Force
In support of the wider United Nations system effort

in the region, Klaus Töpfer, Executive-Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has
established a joint UNEP/UNCHS (UN Centre for
Human Settlements) Task Force on the Environment and
Human Settlements in the Balkans.

The broad-based joint Task Force will collect, collate,
and review available information on impacts on human
settlements and actual and potential environmental
impacts in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and neigh-
bouring countries. In cooperation with technical bodies
and relevant United Nations agencies, it will also identify

areas in need of assistance, and help actions to be taken in
the short, medium and long-term.

The Task Force will work in cooperation with gov-
ernments and inter-governmental and non-governmental
organisations, and particularly with the European Union
and the World Bank. On the basis of that information, a
prioritised action programe will be developed.

The Task Force is being chaired by UNEP’s Senior
Policy Advisor, Bakary Kante of Senegal, until Pekka
Haavisto, former Environment and Development Co-
operation Minister of Finland, takes the chair on 1 June.

r

New Protocol on Water and Health
Europe’s Environment and Health Ministers met in

London from 16–18 June, 1999 for the Third Ministerial
Conference on Environment and Health.

In the run-up to this meeting, the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE), together
with the World Health Organisation’s Regional Office
for Europe (WHO/EURO) had drawn up a Protocol on
Water and Health to its Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Waters and International
Lakes. Ministers signed the Protocol (see page 200) dur-
ing an official ceremony on the 17 June, at the Queen
Elizabeth II Conference Centre.

The Convention* and its new Protocol were also the
subject of several workshops and side events during the
three-day meeting. NGOs, academics, representatives from
national water and health administrations and from interna-
tonal organisations came together to share their experiences.

The main objective of the new Protocol is to reduce
cross-border water pollution and to improve the quality
of drinking water in Europe, in order to further diminish
diseases which can be caused by polluted water. 

Opening Session
Delegates were addressed by Yves Berthelot of UN/

ECE, who reminded participants that one in seven
Europeans had no access to clean drinking water.
Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), spoke of the danger
of insufficient screening of chemicals and the danger
these posed when they entered the drinking water cycle.
Jürgen Trittin, German Minister for the Environment,
speaking also on behalf of the European Union, noted
the problems posed by pesticides in drinking water
and his hope that the Conference would give not only
the necessary impulses for action, but would also be
accompanied by the necessary political will and
strength.

Gro Harlem Brundtland, Executive Director of the
World Health Organisation, spoke of the problems con-
cerning transport and health due to noise and toxic
emissions. She noted the measures already proposed by
WHO to counteract this situation and hoped that they
could soon be implemented.

UNEP

WHO/ECE
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